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Worship: 10:00 AM
February 3
Finding Meaning in the Mundane
Susie Zuller, Tracie Craighead
Potluck Dinner Following Service
February 10
Black History Month
Rev Mark Paﬀord, Gates Craighead
February 17
Trustworthy
Rev Mark Paﬀord
February 24
True Belonging
Deanna Lack, Susie Zuller

Reﬂections: 11:00 AM
Every Sunday a er Worship, approximately
11:00 AM; Co‐facilitated by Susan Ford and
Deanna Lack
Reﬂec ons is an informal, non‐judgmental,
small‐group discussion of the sermon topic.
Par cipants share thoughts and insights or
just listen. All are welcome.
NOTE: For those who prefer to congregate
outside the group, please keep noise directly
adjacent to the Reﬂec ons group to a
minimum. Thank you!

Why Black Histor Month Ma ers
As a Unitarian Universalist, I draw courage and inspira on from Black History Month.

By Kenny Wiley, 2/16/2015

In 1866 Frances Ellen W. Harper, a black woman with membership in both
African Methodist Episcopal and Unitarian churches in Philadelphia, took
the stage at the Na onal Women’s Rights Conven on and declared, “We
are all bound up together in one great bundle of humanity, and society
cannot trample on the weakest and feeblest of its members without
receiving the curse in its own soul.”
Harper’s words, delivered one year a er the oﬃcial end of slavery in
America, invokes images of a na on chained to slavery’s legacy and to the
disenfranchisement of women. We are s ll bound up in that legacy. When
I read Harper’s words, I am reminded that Unitarians and Universalists
have a long and complicated history of involvement—or not—in America’s
struggle for racial equality.
Black History Month holds great signiﬁcance in my life. I am a black
American and a third‐genera on Unitarian Universalist. I believe in the
month’s importance because, as Ta‐Nehisi Coates put it in a cover story for
the Atlan c last year, “black history does not ﬂa er American democracy;
it chastens it.” I am drawn to those Americans who see the promise and
beauty of this great na on but who are also honest about its
shortcomings. Their candor inspires cri cs to call them America‐bashers,
but I see them as ﬁerce patriots.
Black History Month aﬀords us an opportunity to be honest with
ourselves—as individuals, as Americans, as Unitarian Universalists. It
challenges us to ask hard ques ons, even ones that can never fully be
answered. In 1893 the ac vist Fannie B. Williams, a black woman and
member of All Souls Unitarian Church in Chicago, asked churchgoers of all
denomina ons, “What can religion further do to advance the condi on of
the American Negro?” It was a query not o en made in predominately
white churches, in 1893 or now.
Williams believed religious people must work ac vely to combat
discrimina on; doing anything less perpetuates discrimina on. The stories
of Black History Month can remind us that those with the courage to
(Con nued on page 5)
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Events

Dungeons & Dragons

Saturday, February 9 @ 6:00 PM

Imbolc Rit al

UU Pagans of the Upper
Cumberlands
Friday February 1 @ 6:00 PM

Social Justice Commi ee

Sunday, February 10, following Reﬂec ons

First Sunday of the Month Potluck!
Sunday, January 6 @ 11:00 AM
Sunday, February 3 @ 11:00 AM

For the Potluck, please bring a cooked dish or a
store‐bought item or contribute $3 in the
dona on n toward the meal or oﬀer to wash or
dry dishes. When you bring food, please bring
enough to serve all who wish to enjoy your dish.
And EVERYBODY wishes to enjoy your tasty
morsels!

Meditation & Mindf lness

Tuesday, February 12 @ 6:00 PM
Third Eye Chakra/Channeled Wri ng

Compassionate Communication

Board Meeting

1st & 3rd Wednesdays
Wednesday, February 6 @ 6:00 PM
Wednesday, February 20 @ 6:00 PM

Sunday, February17,
following Reﬂec ons

Compassionate Communica on is led by Ivan
Cordrey and Susan Ford. It is an eﬀec ve tool for
resolving diﬀerences. This training will aid you in
be er understanding other people and in having
other people be er understand you.

Tarot St dy

UU Pagans of the Upper
Cumberlands
Friday, February 22 @ 6:00 PM

Meditation & Mindf lness
Movie Night

Tuesday, February 26
@ 6:00 PM

Friday, February 15@ 6 PM
“The Charge of the Light Brigade”

Event dates and mes, including events added a er the newsle er is published, will be listed on the events whiteboards toward the
back of the church and are announced at the close of service. If you are on Facebook, look for addi onal events in the UUCC group.
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Celebrating Black Histor

Guion Bluford—First African American in
Space

Percy Lavon Julian— Pioneer in the ﬁeld of
chemical synthesis of medicinal drugs from
Shirley Chisholm—First African‐American
Woman elected to Congress

Ruth Simmons—First African American president
of an Ivy League Ins tu on

Selma Burke—Sculptor, Creator of Roosevelt
relief that is on the dime

Walter Lincoln Hawkins—Developed
plas c covering for telephone wires that
helped make universal telephone service
possible

Dr. Carter G Woodson—Author, Histo‐
rian, pioneer of the celebra on of
“Negro History Week” which was ex‐
panded to become “Black History
Month”

Garre Morgan—Inventor of the ﬁrst
inexpensively produced traﬃc signal, gas masks,
and many other products

Marie Maynard Daly—First African‐
Amercian woman to earn a PhD in
Chemistry
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Welcome New Member
The Unitarian Universalist Congrega on
of Cookeville proudly welcomes its
newest member, Jenifer Crone!

The UUCC periodically holds a clothing swap. The next swap
is tenta vely scheduled for the beginning of March.
Whether you need new duds or you would like to lighten the
burden your closet bears, the clothing swap is a great way to
do either.
For more informa on about the Clothing Swap, please talk
with Eve or see the whiteboard calendar (near the
refreshment area in the UUCC building) or Facebook for
addi onal details.

Members of the Unitarian Universalist Congrega on of
Cookeville were on hand to assist children and parents
during the January Drag Queen Story Hour, which was held at
the Putnam County Library. The event met with some
conten on by some community groups both from and
outside of Cookeville. Thank you to the members of our
Golden Swarm who helped welcome parents and children to
the event.
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I want to oﬀer my sincere thanks to everyone in the congrega on for
your support of myself and the board as we went through a diﬃcult
pledge drive and budget process this year. A lot of factors came into
play that made this a par cular challenging year, and I’ll be very hon‐
est, it got to me. I’m not a qui er but at mes I wanted run away from
the responsibility (or to s ck my head in the sand and hope that every‐
thing worked itself out). The acceptance and support you have given
has helped me so much. Thank you.
Our board is young (in experience, if not years) and we are working to
chart our way through the rough waters ahead. Be pa ent with us if
we struggle a bit as we go forward. Hopefully we will all se le more
comfortably into our leadership rolls. Please come to me or one of the
other board members if you have sugges ons or concerns.
You are welcome to a end our mee ngs. We’ve changed our mee ng day to the 3rd Sunday a er service to make it more
open to members that would like to a end. We had several people stay for our January mee ng and the input was great.
Thank you,
Tracie Craighead, UUCC Board President
(Con nued from page 1)

won’t you celebrate with me
Lucille Cli on, 1936—2010
won’t you celebrate with me
what i have shaped into
a kind of life? i had no model.
born in babylon
both nonwhite and woman
what did i see to be except myself?
i made it up
here on this bridge between
starshine and clay,
my one hand holding
ght
my other hand;
come celebrate
with me that every‐
day
something has tried
to kill me
and has failed.

h ps://www.poets.org/poetsorg/12‐poems‐read
‐black‐history‐month

challenge the racial status quo were neither superhuman nor
otherworldly, neither ﬂawless nor impeccable. But they acted. As the
recently released ﬁlm Selma shows, those courageous souls who struggled
needed to eat, called friends late at night for support, and admi ed their
fears. The ﬁrst me I encountered Fannie Williams’s ques on was just
weeks a er joining the current Black Lives Ma er movement. I was unsure
how to proceed as a new ac vist, but Williams’s call to faith‐based ac on
helped me feel held by a long tradi on of Unitarians and Universalists who
have been willing to say and do unpopular, challenging things in the name
of jus ce.
I draw courage and inspira on from Black History Month. I am moved by
stories of my fellow black Americans, from Harriet Tubman to Ella Baker,
from Rosa Parks to Toni Morrison. I am moved when I read or hear about
Unitarian Universalists, of any race or background, who were willing to
declare the injus ce of slavery and able to decry the insidiousness of Jim
Crow, and who proclaim now that black lives ma er.
My paternal grandmother, a 96‐year‐old black woman today, ﬁrst
a ended a southern UU church over forty years ago. My parents were
married in a Texas congrega on. My family, a proud, black American
family, is deeply rooted in Unitarian Universalism. Though not always easy
to be a part of, the UU faith has done so much for our family, and for this
world. This and every Black History Month, I honor the legacy of all who
have strived for freedom and jus ce while li ing up the inherent worth
Reprinted from: h ps://www.uuworld.org/ar cles/why‐black‐history‐month‐ma ers

This newsle er is published on a monthly basis by the Unitarian Universalist Congrega on of Cookeville. If you have ques ons or
comments, or if you would like to see speciﬁc material included in the newsle er, please contact Kathy Perdue, Editor @
uucc.kdp@gmail.com.

