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Worship: 10:00 AM
May 5
Music Service
Ken Sizemore, Kathy Perdue
May 12
Mothering in Community
Mark Paﬀord, Tracie Garre
May 19
Curiosity
Mark Paﬀord, Dylan Gardnew

How Do YOU See the Divine?
Years ago, I heard an analogy that sought to explain why people see
God diﬀerently one from another. I say God because the story was
told by a Chris an minister. However, I believe that this tale has much
more purpose then describing diﬀering view of one aspect of the
divine, so I am going to retell this story. Here goes…
Once there was a world where everything existed in one two
dimensional plane. There were two friends on this plane. We will call
them Smith and Jones (not real crea ve, but it will suﬃce). While
Smith and Jones could see only the things that manifested in their
plane, there was actually much more they could not perceive. There
was the divine, and the divine was three dimensional.
(Con nued on page 3)

May 26
TBD
Tracie Craighead, Deanna Lack
June 2
Guest Speaker
Roddy Biggs, Gates Craighead

Reﬂections: 11:00 AM
Every Sunday a er Worship, approximately
11:00 AM; Co‐facilitated by Susan Ford and
Deanna Lack
Reﬂec ons is an informal, non‐judgmental,
small‐group discussion of the sermon topic.
Par cipants share thoughts and insights or
just listen. All are welcome.
NOTE: For those who prefer to congregate
outside the group, please keep noise directly
adjacent to the Reﬂec ons group to a minimum.
Thank you!

31 West First St eet, Cookeville TN 38501
Mark Paﬀord, Pastor

Tracie Craighead, Board President
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Events

D& D

Saturday, May 24
@ 6 PM

Tarot

Contact Deanna Lack
for details

First Sunday of the Month Potluck!

Compassionate Communication

Sunday, May 5 @ 11 AM
Sunday, June 2 @ 11 AM

For the Potluck, please bring a cooked dish or a store‐
bought item or contribute $3 in the dona on n
toward the meal or oﬀer to wash or dry dishes. When
you bring food, please bring enough to serve all who
wish to enjoy your dish. And EVERYBODY wishes to
enjoy your tasty morsels!

Mor ing St etch

Saturday, May 11 @ 10 AM
Saturday, May 25 @ 10 AM
Join Susie Zuller for morning
stretch and get your
weekend started oﬀ on the

Movie Night

Friday, May 10 @ Time to be Determined
May’s Movie Night will
feature
“The
Devil’s
Miner”, a documentary
about a 14 year old boy
trying to support his family.
Although the ﬁlm is about
child labor, Ric assures us
that it has a happy ending.
Time for showing is
depending on when it gets
dark, so Ric will email a me closer to the date.

Chalice Circle

Tuesday, May 14 @ 7 PM
Tuesday, May 28 @ 7 PM
Contact Gates Craighead
for addi onal details.

1st & 3rd Wednesdays
Wednesday, April 3 @ 6:00 PM
Wednesday, April 17 @ 6:00 PM

Compassionate Communica on is led by Ivan Cordrey
and Susan Ford. It is an eﬀec ve tool for resolving
diﬀerences. This training will aid you in be er
understanding other people and in having other people
be er understand you.

Pride

Saturday, June 8 @ 1—6 PM
Please see Deanna Lack if you are
interested in par cipa ng with
UUCC for Pride Day at Dogwood
Park.

Social Justice Commi ee

Sunday, May 12, following Reﬂec ons

Board Meeting

Sunday, May 19, following Reﬂec ons

Ken Sizemore

Sunday, May 5 @ 10 AM
Join the congrega on and Ken for some
great music. Dona ons accepted.

Event dates and mes, including events added a er the newsle er is published, will be listed on the events whiteboards toward the
back of the church and are announced at the close of service. If you are on Facebook, look for addi onal events in the UUCC group.
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One day, the 3‐D divine decided to show their existence to
the two dimensional beings, so they stuck their ﬁnger
through the plane. Smith saw this event and was ﬁlled
with wonder— “The divine is a circle!” declared Smith The
divine then stuck two ﬁngers through the plane. Jones
saw this event and was ﬁlled with
wonder— “The divine is two circles!”
declared Jones.
Super excitedly,
Smith ran to Jones with a desire to
share his revela on. Jones ran to
Smith with joy and happiness at what
had
transpired.
They
greeted one
another and as they caught their
breaths, Smith exclaimed, “I
have seen the divine and it is a
circle!” Not allowing that bit of
news to eclipse their own, Jones
happily retorted, “I too have
seen the divine! The divine is
two circles!”
Smith truly had
seen the divine,
and Jones truly
had seen the
divine.
Were
either wrong? No!
For both had seen
only
a
small
glimpse of something much deeper than themselves (math
joke intended).
So the ques on of the day is, “How do YOU see the
divine?” Is it one deity, two, three, or more? Is it male,
female, both, genderless? Is it the Universe, a force, a
collec ve will? Is it maybe not divine at all?
Perhaps one of the greatest aspects of Unitarian

Universalism is that we can explore topics such as these
and share them with each other without fear of retribu on
or judgement. To add to a familiar saying, “We need not
think alike, or see the divine alike, to love alike.”
By Kathy Perdue

How Can I Help?
We all hate to talk about it, but some mes we have to…
Keeping a congrega on going—making sure there’s
electricity, oﬀering programs and services and the like—
well, simply put, it takes money. This year, UUCC has an
especially ght budget so truly EVERY penny is needed.
This may lead you to ask, “How can I help?” Of course,
oﬀerings help, but there are other ways as well! Various
ways to give to the congrega on are discussed
throughout this newsle er, so keep on the lookout. In
the mean me, here’s one way to give..

Fair Trade Items For Sale!
At least once a month, at the end of
service we hear, “Fair Trade is Open!”
The UUCC Fair Trade Table oﬀers
several ﬂavors of coﬀee and tea as well
as chocolate bars (mint, almond,
regular dark chocolate are standard favorites!). Buying
from the Fair Trade table helps farmers and the
environment. UUCC gets a small share of the proceeds as
well, so purchasing helps a lot of people in a lot of ways!
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Land of the Free and Home of the Brave?
What became of our country? We used to be proud of the
Statue of Liberty across from Ellis Island, welcoming
everyone seeking a be er life. “Give me your red, your
poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, the
wretched refuse of your teeming shore. Send these, the
homeless, tempest‐tossed to me, I li my lamp beside the
golden door!” Almost sounds like Come, Come, Whoever
You Are, doesn’t it? Now, we are willing to forcibly
separate a mother and baby at the border and conﬁne
children in cages. Where did we go wrong?
I was born during the Eisenhower years, while America
was rebuilding the rest of the world following World War
II. I was vaguely aware of poli cs during the Kennedy
administra on, when the United States proposed to
spread democracy around the globe using the Peace
Corps. I have some memories of the na onal anguish that
followed the JFK assassina on. I have more speciﬁc
memories of a subs tute teacher telling the class she was
glad when RFK was assassinated because the Kennedys
were trying to take over America for the Catholic Church. I
well remember civil rights under Johnson giving way to
Nixon’s Southern Strategy of using bigotry for poli cal
power. The idea of equal opportuni es for all under
Obama gave way to the Supreme Court overturning the
Vo ng Rights Act.
America ideals expand and contract. Its society advances
and recedes. Job opportuni es open and close. We are a
country that was birthed in freedom while built on slavery
for over 200 years. We freely bomb civilians, but point
ﬁngers at anyone else doing so. We ignore democracies
that are not quite free enough and quickly make friends
with dictators with bloody hands in the name of
realpoli k. We have a humanitarian crisis at our borders
that we propose to ﬁx with more fencing.
Some mes Unitarian Universalists are accused of being
too diverse – a mile wide and an inch deep. Since each
congrega on is independently governed, the focus and
a tudes may vary greatly among the diﬀerent groups.

Similarly, American culture varies greatly with loca on and
with the people currently in oﬃce.
The only constant is change.
The pain we are all feeling now is
because we expect be er than
this from ourselves, our leaders,
and our country. This is a good
thing because pain is progress.
We cannot ever forget who we
are and from where we came.
Almost all of us are descendants
from immigrants coming to the
great mel ng pot. America is both
a
beacon
and
a
curse,
represen ng light and darkness,
while oﬀering both hope and
despair. We are America right
now! We can never give up just as
American ideals never end.
As UUs, we try to live up to the
lo y ideas found in our covenant.
But, are we doing enough? Can each one of us ﬁnd a way
to improve the world, at least a li le? What do YOU think
we could be be er at? Now is when to make a diﬀerence!
By Charles Zuller

How Can I Help? Giving through Purchases
The UUCC par cipates in Kroger’s giving program as well
as Amazon Smile. Each
me you purchase through
these programs, a dona on
is made to the UUCC! Talk
to a Board member to get
signed up!
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Flower Communion April 28, 2019

How Can I Help? Time, Talent, & Treasure
Do you have me on your hands? Is there something you do especially well? Do you have
a li le extra jingle in your pocket? Many gi s are monetary in nature, but they don’t
have to be. Time—If you have a few extra minutes on Sunday, volunteer to make coﬀee!
(You WILL be loved for that!) Talent—Do you like to cook or bake? We would love to
taste your crea ons during the First Sunday Potluck. Of course, not everything is about
food or drink. There are many ways to contribute. Ask a Board member how you can
help!
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Notes om Your Board

For UUCC, the Little Congregation that
Works
(Home of the Golden Swarm)

Treasurer’s Report
Jan—Mar 2019

March 2019

Income: $ 4,807

Income: $ 1,534

Expenses: $ 3,332

Expenses: $ 2,030

the pledges made. If you have any ques ons about pledg‐
ing or your current contribu ons, please contact Charles
Zuller, UUCC Treasurer.

UUCC Leadership Opportuni es in 2019
Elec ons for the UUCC Board of Directors will be coming
up in June, so this will be your opportunity to shape the
future of the congrega on. Currently, openings are also
available for service coordinators on Sundays, as well as
guest speakers. Medita on and Reﬂec ons coordinators
are always looking for assistance. Take ac on! Share your
abili es with everyone else. Talk with any board member
about helping.

How Can I Help? InSpirit Book Sales
We are saving to pay the May 1 rent check plus our
monthly bills. To succeed as a congrega on, everyone
must contribute. All together now: FORWARD!

Addi onal Income
Part of the total income for 2019 comes from use of our
building by other groups, the Kroger Community Rewards
Program ($57), the Fair Trade Project ($72), and the Ama‐
zon Smile Program ($49). Eighteen families currently sup‐
port the Kroger Community Rewards Program and twenty‐
eight customers support the Amazon Smile program. If
you have any ques ons about these programs, please talk
to any Board member or consult the posters on display.

Stewardship 2019
We currently have signed pledges of $17,885 on a budget
of $20,130. As of the end of March (25% of the ﬁscal
year), only 19% of the 2019 pledges were collected. Not
everyone has been able to contribute as much as planned
to this point and our ﬁnances are running behind schedule
as we prepare for the next six‐month rent check ($4,200).
We need everyone to help, since our budget was based on

The UU book
and gi shop is
now known as
inspirit.
You
can order books
through
the
catalog located
on the big table
in the back of
the UUCC build‐
ing. You know,
the table right
before you get
to the coﬀee!
When you order
books through
the catalog, a
por on of the proceeds goes to the Unitarian Univer‐
salist Congrega on of Cookeville! See Deanna Lack
for addi onal details.
You can also purchase hymnals through the inSpirit
catalog (hint hint! ;‐)

This newsle er is published on a monthly basis by the Unitarian Universalist Congrega on of Cookeville. If you have ques ons or
comments, or if you would like to see speciﬁc material included in the newsle er, please contact Kathy Perdue, Editor @
uucc.kdp@gmail.com.

