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Worship: 10:00 AM
May 3
Workers’ Rights: Interna onal Workers’ Day
Troy Smith, Speaker
May 10
Deanna Lack, Speaker
May 17
Norma Scarle , Speaker
May 24
Deanna Lack, Speaker
May 31
Troy Smith, Speake
June 7
Flower Communion
June 14
This Too Shall Pass
Deanna Lack, Speaker
June 21
Surviving Survival: Living With the Reality of
Shared Grief
Amanda Rosenberger, Speaker
June 28
Streaming GA Virtual Service 9 AM
July 5
Interdependence Day
Deanna Lack, Speaker

Reﬂections: 11:00 AM
Every Sunday a.er Worship, approximately
11:00 AM; Co-facilitated by Susan Ford and
Deanna Lack
Reﬂec ons is an informal, non-judgmental,
small-group discussion of the sermon topic.
Par cipants share thoughts and insights or
just listen. All are welcome.
(Online Service Note: As the service wraps
up, a endees will take a short break.
Remain in the mee ng session if you would
like to a end Reﬂec ons.)

Mask Your Faith
Recently, my wife and I were at an outdoor gathering. We wore
our face masks and tried to prac ce social distancing. Some
people a ending said, “You can always tell who the Democrats
are. They listen to the so-called experts. It’s all a hoax!”
You really want to respond with, “We have a pandemic. About a
100,000 Americans are dead because of Covid-19. It can spread
in droplets expelled by infected humans, whether they show
symptoms or not.” But, would responding really accomplish
anything?
Let us start with some facts. We know the US Centers for Disease
Control and Preven on recommends everyone wear a cloth face
covering in public. So why are so many people refusing to
comply? Firstly, making personal sacriﬁces for the public good
does not come easily for many Americans. Because we accent
individual liber es (perceived or otherwise), we may ﬁnd diﬃculty
in empathizing with others if we think our own freedom and
liber es are on the line. How dare the government tell me what
to do! Of course, this is the same crowd that believes: no one
tells me how to live my life, but everyone must live like I do.
Secondly, some people claim masks make breathing diﬃcult or
are uncomfortable to wear for extended periods of me.
Undoubtedly, some truth can be found here. However, health
care professionals may mask up ten to twelve hours at a me.
Thirdly, many who refuse to wear a mask think that they are only
puEng themselves in danger, while, they are risking the health
(Con nued on page 3)
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Due to our present circumstances, any events that are hosted by the UUCC will be online.

Events

Please refer to the UUCC Facebook page for news about Sunday service, Chalice Circle, Medita on, and other
events. If you do not have access to Facebook, but need addi onal informa on, please contact
uucc.kdp@gmail.com or contact one of our Board members.

Flower Communion
Flower Communion will be held during our online service on Sunday, June 7.
This year for our virtual ﬂower communion we are asking that you send pictures of ﬂowers
that will be compiled into a slideshow to be shared during service. Please include a
descrip on of your ﬂower (what it is, why it is special, where you found it, etc.) if you are
able. If you cannot send a picture of your ﬂower but have a favorite that you would like to
contribute, let me know and I will ﬁnd a picture for you. We want to be able to keep this
tradi on alive even in an online format, so if you have any other sugges ons please send
them! Flowers, descrip ons, and/or sugges ons can be sent to Tracie
at tacuucc@gmail.com.

On May 12, 2020, UU the Vote held an online mee ng and
presenta on about how UU the Vote is con nuing their work
through the Covid19 pandemic. If you did not have the
chance to be a part of this even, don’t worry! A recording is
on YouTube. Simply search for “How We Thrive” in the
YouTube browser or follow the link below.
h ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p3bSvh0zdJM

It’
It’s All in the Perspective
Instead of "keeping 6 feet away from each other", what if
we "gave 6 feet of space to care for each other"? What if
we saw this distancing not as an act of pulling away from
each other but as an offering of love and care for each
other? What if we re-trained our brains to remember that
being good neighbors right now means not “staying away”
but “giving each other space”? And we remember that
this is "right now" because it is temporary; there are other
ways of being good neighbors and we will have chances
in the future to interact differently.
Let our mantra become "Remember: being good
neighbors right now means giving people space."
(As seen on the internet)

Solstice Blessings
As the sun spirals its longest dance, cleanse us.
As nature shows us her bounty and fer lity,
bless us.
Let all things live with loving intent. And to fulﬁll
their truest des ny.
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and well-being of everyone around them. Many
studies have shown that even handmade masks may
provide minimal protec on for the wearer, but are
much more eﬀec ve at preven ng transmission to
others.

mean you are a coward that lives in fear of the virus.
A mask does, however, show that you are a
responsible ci zen that shows compassion and
respect for others. Wearing a mask says “I want to
be part of the solu on, not part of the problem.” I
wear a mask in public, not for me, but for you. I want
you to know that I am educated enough to know that
I could be asymptoma c and s ll give you the virus.
In summary, I care about others!

Lastly, groups have gathered to demand a reopening
of the economy, while simultaneously refusing to
socially distance or wear masks, and some protesters Our Unitarian Universalist tradi on requires us to
even carry assault riﬂes. “I must get my way, or we show compassion and respect for everyone. We
must be sure we set the standard for wearing a mask
will have problems here!”
in social situa ons. We are even considering not
Unfortunately, the decision to wear a mask in public
reopening our building to worship services for
has become a poli cal statement. To many people,
another year! Although this presents a hardship for a
the mask is a contest between those willing to follow
group that is built around fellowship and community,
health oﬃcials’ guidance to cover their faces against
we must think of the most vulnerable people in our
those who feel it violates their freedom or buys into
congrega on.
Together we can overcome all
a threat they think is overblown. According to a
diﬃcul es!
recent poll by The Associated Press-NORC Center for
By Charles Zuller
Public Aﬀairs Research, Democrats are more likely
than Republicans to say they’re wearing a mask when
leaving home, 76% to 59%. Locally, I es mate that I
observe fewer than 10% of the people wearing masks
around stores like Lowe’s. Diﬀerent people at
diﬀerent loca ons would certainly have diﬀerent Sister Goose swam in the pond, happy as could be.
Now and then, she ducked her head down to nibble
responses.
a li le bit here, and nibble a li le bit there. She took
Wearing a mask does not say that you blindly follow no more than her ﬁll of those succulent underwater
government recommenda ons. Nor does a mask plants, for she knew that the pond belonged to everyone.

Sister Goose and the Foxes

Meanwhile, Brother Fox was hiding in the willows at
the far end of the pond. He didn’t like to see anyone
happy, least of all a goose.
Sister Goose swam along, enjoying the clear blue
sky and the bright sunshine. She swam along to the
willows growing at the far end of the pond. All of a
sudden Brother Fox sprang right out of those wil(Con nued on page 4)
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lows shou ng, “Trespasser! You get oﬀ my lake!”
Sister Goose shrugged up her wings and looked at Brother Fox, mys ﬁed. “Trespasser? How so? This lake
does not belong to you, it belongs to us all!”
Brother Fox didn’t seem to hear her. He carried on, “You’ve been ea ng some of the plants in this pond.
They don’t belong to you! If you don’t get out of this lake, I’m going to take you to court!”
Sister Goose was truly perplexed. She knew she hadn’t done anything wrong, but she could see by the ugly
gleam in Brother Fox’s eyes that she wouldn’t be able to convince him. Instead she said, “I’m not afraid to go
to court over this. At least there, jus ce will be served.”
And so they went to court.
But when Sister Goose arrived at the courthouse, she was very surprised. The clerks who sat just inside the
doors were both foxes. Inside the courtroom, she saw that the lawyers were foxes. And the judge was a fox.
And even the jurors, though some of them had red fur and some of them had brown fur and some of them
had silver fur, were all foxes too.
Sister Goose was quaking as she entered the defendant's booth. Sure enough, though her arguments were
sound, the judge and the jury found her guilty. They convicted her and turned her into stew.
That is how it goes. There isn’t much jus ce for the likes of a goose when the folks in the courthouse are all
foxes.
By Faye Morgensen

Notes 7om Your Board
For UUCC, the Li le Congrega on that Works
(Home of the Golden Swarm)

Treasurer’s Report
April 2020
Income: $1,609
Expenses: $ 685

Jan – Apr 2020
Income: $8,735
Expenses: $2,739

Since we are saving to pay the May 1 rent check,
everyone must contribute to the best of their
abili es for us to succeed as a congrega on. All
together now: FORWARD!

Addi onal Income
Part of the total income for 2020 comes from use of
our building by other groups ($120), the Kroger
Community Rewards Program, the Fair-Trade Project ($41), and the Amazon Smile Program ($137).
Eighteen families currently support the Kroger Community Rewards Program and twenty-eight customers support the Amazon Smile program. If you have
any ques ons about these
programs, please talk to any
Board member or consult the
posters on display.
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I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud
By WILLIAM WORDSWORTH

I wandered lonely as a cloud
That ﬂoats on high o'er vales and hills,
When all at once I saw a crowd,
A host, of golden daﬀodils;
Beside the lake, beneath the trees,
Flu ering and dancing in the breeze.
Con nuous as the stars that shine
And twinkle on the milky way,
They stretched in never-ending line
Along the margin of a bay:
Ten thousand saw I at a glance,
Tossing their heads in sprightly dance.
The waves beside them danced; but they
Out-did the sparkling waves in glee:
A poet could not but be gay,
In such a jocund company:
I gazed—and gazed—but li le thought
What wealth the show to me had brought:
For o., when on my couch I lie
In vacant or in pensive mood,
They ﬂash upon that inward eye
Which is the bliss of solitude;
And then my heart with pleasure ﬁlls,
And dances with the daﬀodils.

Seven Principles of Unitarian Universalism
1st Principle: The inherent worth and dignity of every person;
2nd Principle: Jus ce, equity and compassion in human rela ons;3rd Principle: Acceptance of one another
and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congrega ons;
4th Principle: A free and responsible search for truth and meaning;
5th Principle: The right of conscience and the use of the democra c process within our congrega ons and in
society at large;
6th Principle: The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and jus ce for all;
7th Principle: Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.
h ps://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/principles
This newsle er is published on a monthly basis by the Unitarian Universalist Congrega on of Cookeville. If you have ques ons or comments, or
if you would like to see speciﬁc material included in the newsle er, please contact Kathy Perdue, Editor @ uucc.kdp@gmail.com.

