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November 2020
Service: 10:00 AM
https://uucookeville.org/2020/06/10/new-virtualservice-meeting-information/

November 1
A Rose in the Wintertime –
The Importance of Community
Oliver Kelley
November 8
Unitarian Universalist Theology 101
Deanna Lack
November 15
Prison Ministry
Kimberly Curtiss
November 22
Remembering Plymouth
Deanna Lack
November 29
Blessing of the Animals
Deanna Lack

Reflections: 11:00 AM

Every Sunday after Service,
approximately 11:00 AM
Co‐facilitated by
Susan Ford and Deanna Lack
Reflections is an informal,
non‐judgmental, small‐group discussion
of the sermon topic. Par�cipants share
thoughts and insights or
just listen. All are welcome.

Board Meeting: 12:00 PM

Sunday, November 8, after Reflections,
approximately 12:00 PM

Chalice Circle: 6:00 PM
https://uucookeville.org/2020/08/01/new-chalicecircle-group/

Facilitated by Gates Craighead
Tuesday, November 3
Tuesday, November 17

Meditation: 6:00 PM
https://uucookeville.org/events/meditation/

Facilitated by Deanna Lack
Tuesday, November 10
Tuesday, November 24

Fair Trade:
https://uucookeville.org/2020/05/22/fair-tradetable-curbside-pickup/

Facilitated by Linda Delventhal

Tales of the Orange Lord, Part 3*
Once upon a time, long, long ago, in a land far, far
away existed a mythical land renowned for peace,
prosperity, and tolerance. But it came to pass that
unhappiness was manifest. The ruling minority
was feeling greatly threatened. For other people with different
ideas had arrived upon the fair shores of the mythical land,
believing the promises of a previous ruler for equality and care of
all, young and old. Additionally, the foreigners and much of the
population expected the manifest benefits to apply to all, along
with equal protection under the law.
“What shall we do”, cried some of the serfs, “for if these
others rise, mustn’t we sink?”
“Alas,” bemoaned some of the politicians, “these others do
not vote as we say and really expect the rules to apply to
everyone”.
“God help us,” wailed some men of the cloth, “for these
others do not worship as we say, and our coffers run empty.”
After much soul searching, a solution was proposed. A
village fool from the land of Orange would be summoned. Using
fear, willful ignorance, and racism, the renamed Orange Lord was
thrust upon the throne. Being a fool, he would be easily
controlled, and the opposition could be put in their place and
denied participation in the government. So, it came to pass that
the Orange Lord and his family prospered greatly and raided the
realm’s treasury frequently. The royal family were conspicuous in
their opulent spending and their utter wastage of time.
Unfortunately, the Queen was still unhappy. “How can I
be at my best,” she bemoaned, “when so much is asked of me?
The little people come to me with complaints of children in cages
when I am trying to do these silly Christmas decorations. Just tell
them to just eat more cake. Surely, the cages are better than
wherever they left. I really don’t care, do you?”
(Continued Page 3)
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UUC Community Garden
Hello! I would love to start a UUC Community
Garden. Many people in the post service chat expressed
a desire to help the community, but in a way that was
pandemic safe. I think a Community Garden could
enable us to reach out and help our neighbors while
staying as safe as possible as it is an outdoor activity,
and we don't have to all be together at once to succeed.
We already have several accomplished gardeners who I
hope will lend us their wisdom! I have many ideas and
possibilities. This article will be mostly questions to get
you thinking about the possibilities, then together we can
narrow it down to a workable plan.
WHO- I need a team to get started and help
organize the project. Anyone interested please contact
me with your ideas. I am in search of direction and I
anticipate the project to be formed by the interests of our
members. We don't have to do this alone. I have already
contacted the Cookeville Master Gardener program and
a group called Seed Fork, and I have leads on several
other local organization who can lend assistance. What
we need is a solid vision. Will we grow food to donate?
Build plots for others to use? Who do we want in our
garden and who are we growing for?
WHAT- Goals for the garden? To serve the
community, of course. But which part of the community
specifically? We can always donate the produce and help
with food security. Provide garden space for recipients
of WIC and SNAP, or other underserved demographics.
Perhaps space for children’s programs. I would love to
make a wheelchair and disability accessible space. Part
of the what will be determined by the where and vice
versa. As for layout, my internet reading says that
having individual plots that people are responsible for
helps a garden survive year to year. I would like a
combination of individual plots and a shared space for
plants that need multiple growing seasons such as berry
bushes or even trees.
WHERE- Location to be determined. Many
details will come into place with a location. Is it near a
demographic we want to serve? Is it accessible? Who
lives nearby? What is the soil quality? Could we use
public lands, donated space, or rent? We want it to be
accessible to the gardeners once we determine who they
are. How is water accessed?
WHEN- Planning and acquiring a space is to
happen over the winter, building and planting hopefully
in the spring, but early summer would still get us plenty
of growing time.
HOW MUCH- According to my online reading,

a Community Garden can be started for $2,000 - $5,000.
The cost depends on the size, materials, supplies, and
labor source. There are many ways to make a lovely and
functional garden. There are grants, fundraising,
involving local businesses to donate funds or materials,
perhaps a 'Sponsor a Plot'. Raised beds can be made with
repurposed materials such as wood pallets which are
easy to find. We could have a shed with combined tools
or require each gardener to supply their own. Water is an
ongoing cost that we need to consider and perhaps an
irrigation system if the location and design allows.
Contributed by Michelle Isaacs

Notes from Your Board
For UUCC, the Little Congregation that Works
(Home of the Golden Swarm)
Treasurer’s Report
September 2020
Jan – Sept 2020
Income: $384
Income: $18,327
Expenses: $818
Expenses: $12,865
Since we were saving to pay the Nov, 1 rent check,
everyone must continue to contribute to the best of their
abilities for us to succeed as a congregation. All
together now: FORWARD!
Additional Income
Part of the total income for 2020 comes from use of our
building by other groups ($360), the Kroger Community
Rewards Program ($126), the Fair-Trade Project ($206),
the Amazon Smile Program ($87), and a used book
resale drive ($90). Eighteen families currently support
the Kroger Community Rewards Program and twentyeight customers support the Amazon Smile program. If
you have any questions about these programs, please
talk to any Board member or consult the posters on
display.
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(Continued from Page 1)

Since this kingdom had the strange custom of requiring the ruler to prove himself every 4 years, the
opposition was conducting a mighty tournament to decide who would challenge the Orange Lord. However, a
mighty plague swept the land, killing hundreds of thousands.
“Ignore it,” declared the Orange Lord, “for you must develop the herd mentality to follow only me.”
“Ignore it,” agreed his men of the cloth, “for surely he is anointed by God. Who else could fill our offering
plates so well? He even promises to restore our rightful place as the deciders of morality.” “Ignore it,” cried his
minions, “for he promised to care for us, and he cannot lie. He told us so.”
The Orange Lord offered to delay his joust with the opposition champion, to protect safety of the realm.
“Nay,” declared the inhabitants of the realm, “for our voices will be heard.” Thus, the contest was still
scheduled to occur. However, much unrest was observed within the royal house. With much gnashing of teeth,
the princelings began pondering life outside
of the royal court. “Who will pay for our
safaris,” they asked, “and who will buy our
worthless properties?” The princess was
suddenly struck with the thought of piles of
cheaply made knockoff purses no one
would buy. The Queen likewise shuddered
to think of life without the baubles that
came with the royal palace. Alas, the
Orange Lord had to consider fleeing the
realm, lest his past deeds catch up with him.
Meanwhile,
although
most
observers were distracted with planning for
the great joust, a few serfs secretly planned
for a takeover of the realm. “Since the Orange Lord is anointed by God,” they declared, “we can do no wrong.
We must be prepared to take charge, if others fail to understand the seriousness of the situation.”
“Although the winner of the joust is to be determined by voting,” the Orange Lord’s court ministers
declared (by a vote of 6-3), “perhaps some votes should be discounted. Although all votes may be equal, some
votes should be more equal than others. Since people may revolt either way, we must use our best judgment to
secure the realm. However, this ruling will not be considered a precedent should this situation occur again.”
From among the survivors of the uprising, strode forth brave people wearing tunics of gold and with the
words of “Side with Love” upon the raiment. “Now is the time of reckoning,” they swore. “Love does not
mean passive acceptance, but rather the quest for peace and security for all. Who will follow us if we act as
one?”
A call went out across the realm for all like-minded people of faith to gather and correct the wrongs of
the past. Leaders are required. Are YOU one? Can you lend your support to a just cause?
To be continued ………….
*

Charles Zuller

Part I appeared in the April 2019 issue. https://uucookeville.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/2019_04-UUCC-Chronicle.pdf
Part II appeared in the September 2019 issue. https://uucookeville.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/2019_09-UUCC-Chronicle.pdf
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HIGHLIGHTS OF BOARD MEETING OF OCTOBER 11, 2020
By Susie Zuller, Board Secretary
The format allows you to see who has what UUCC position and what that person is doing for UUCC and the community. If you wish
to volunteer for any of these projects, please definitely contact someone. We’ll ensure that your spirit of activism is used for the
greater good.
Charles (president)
Working with Jenifer (treasurer), Charles led the discussion concerning the Pledge Drive. This drive for UUCC stewardship is
generally conducted during October every year. Whether member or friend of UUCC, your financial pledge is what the Board relies
upon when setting a budget for the upcoming year. Whether $50 a year or $5,000 a month ( ), your pledge is ever so important. If
you have pledged already, thank you. If you still need to pledge, please go to https://uucookeville.org/stewardship/annual-pledgedrive/.
Empty (president-elect)
The president-elect position for the 2020-2021 Board year is still open. According to UUCC by-laws, the principal function of the
president-elect is to assume the duties of the president in the absence of the president and assume the duties of president following the
end of the current president’s term. If you think you may be interested in being the Board president for the 2021-2022 year, please
contact any current or former Board member. Because Board meetings are being held via Zoom immediately after services and some
Board votes are taken via email, you do not need to reside anywhere in or near Cookeville. What a fabulous volunteer opportunity for
our members and friends who have moved!
Jenifer (treasurer)
Jenifer’s emailed report shows that UUCC is still operating in the black this fiscal year, but pledges are beginning to come in slowly.
If you would like an update on your pledge of last year, please contact Jenifer.
Susie (secretary)
Working with Virginia, Susie reported she completed the application for the Live Oak Church Endowment. The application was
emailed and Live Oak reported it was received.
For further information on the endowment, please go to
http://www.liveoakuu.org/endowment/. If UUCC does receive this grant, then volunteers will certainly be needed.
Cassandra (member-at-large)
Cassandra reported she is currently working on several projects. Working primarily with Janie, she is updating the UUCC brochures.
These tri-fold brochures will be printed for distribution outside the UUCC space and at local events. If you would like to volunteer to
aid with the brochures, please contact Cassandra.
As a resident of Cookeville and concerned about social justice, Cassandra and several other UUs attended a recent Cookeville City
Council meeting to speak against the city’s proposed anti-panhandling ordinance. Cassandra said the City Council decided to delay
their vote as many citizens (including some from UUCC) spoke against the ordinance.
Cassandra (chair of the Finance Committee)
Cassandra will be organizing UUCC’s informal internal financial review to be held soon. This review is held yearly. It consists of
volunteers who assure the integrity of the bookkeeping process of UUCC’s finances. This year’s volunteers will be Lydia, Penny,
Cassandra, and Charles with the assistance of Jenifer.
Janie (member-at-large)
As UUCC pianist, Janie reported she is still exploring the ramifications of UUCC’s Music Copyright Licensing. Jenifer said she
would aid Janie in her search.
Norma (member-at-large)
Norma reported she will assist anyone on any projects they are leading.
Deanna (minister)
As per the letter of agreement between minister and UU congregation, Deanna submitted a monthly report to the Board. For the
month, Deanna gave two Sunday sermons, lead meditation online, kept in contact with congregants via social media and in person,
met with the Committee on Ministry (see Gates), and focused on community outreach by working with Cassandra to counter the antipanhandling ordinance.
Her continued plans include working on spiritual pen pals between and among UUCC congregants and area Quakers, establishing a
religious education program, adding new members via Zoom, and further outreach through the Women’s Center at TTU.
Gates (chair of the Worship Committee)
Via email, Gates reported that speakers and service coordinators are scheduled for the next several Sundays. UUCC is always grateful
for Sunday volunteers. To volunteer as either a speaker and/or a service coordinator, please contact Gates.
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Gates (chair of the Committee on Ministry)
Via email, Gates sent the report of the COM to all Board members. Although the COM generally meets every month with Deanna,
Deanna had requested a formal review of her work for UUCC so that she may better know her strengths and weaknesses. The COM
requested that Deanna also rate UUCC as to how we have responded to her. Both Deanna and the COM reported that all parties are
fulfilling the letter of agreement. If you would like to see a copy of that letter, please contact Gates or Susie. The COM currently
consists of Gates, Janie, Tracie, and Deanna.
Other
Potential attendees for the Southern Region online training are Cassandra, Jenifer, Norma, and Deanna. Susie will be an alternative
only if needed.
Volunteers are still needed to work with Cassandra, Deanna, Norma, and Susie to plan potential presence at TTU functions to
distribute UUCC brochures, cookies, etc.
Volunteers are still needed for input on a proposed policy for UUCC building use for personal (i.e., not UUCC related) events. For
example, Charles and Susie will eventually wish to use the UUCC space for a Celebration of Life. What should be the terms of their
use of the space since it’s for their own personal use and not a UUCC activity? Please let the Board know your thoughts.
The next Board meeting was set for Sunday, November 8, 11:45 a.m., via Zoom immediately following Reflections. Members and
friends of UUCC are welcomed and encouraged to attend Board meetings.

Just Another Essay on Gratitude...
A couple of weeks ago, I got a FB Memories notification of a conversation I had with my, then, 5 year old who was being pretty
salty after a bad day at school. It went something like this...
Me: Bella, I need you to take a 10 minute verbal timeout.
Bella: UGH why???
Me: Because I don't like your attitude right now.
Bella: Maybe you meant gratitude. Maybe you don't like my gratitude right now.
Me: (incredulous crickets)
So, sitting here, I find myself thinking on gratitude, like many of us do, especially around this time of year. As I sit in the Labor
and Delivery of CRMC, I’m thinking of the myriad of things I have to be grateful for. I’m so very grateful that we are expecting a
healthy grandbaby and I’m thankful that Gaia chose to bring her on Samhain, even tho my jerkface daughter won't let me change her
name to Sally-Jack(i) or Michaela Myers.
I’m also thinking about others in my LGBTQ+ community this time of year. How many of us can't go to family dinners for
Thanksgiving? How many of us have higher anxiety and depression around the holidays? How lucky am I? How can I help? Audio
books and YouTube videos teach us that gratitude helps with depression, with anxiety and overall mental and physical health. It’s
important to retrain our brain to have that "Attitude of Gratitude." Easy peasy, right? No.
So, again, how can I help? Activism and advocacy are a huge part of my life, and if I can help, even a little bit, then symbiosis
happens...I get to help foster a healthful well-being and thereby, instilling gratitude in myself that I was able to help my community,
making both of us happier, healthier, stronger and more empowered.
When I think about the LGBTQ+ clothes closet coming up on November 28th, I think it’s important to openly express my
gratitude to the people who will help foster our own symbiotic relationship...I’m so very grateful to our amazing and inclusive
community who will tolerate my public group posts and to those who will be so bold to stand alongside me when I get ugly
comments. I am grateful to the people who will take time out of their day to donate clothes, meet me at Dunkin Donuts for pick up and
those that will donate other items. I’m not a fan of a government who sees equality for
my community as a gift instead of a natural-born right, but I’m so very thankful I live
in a country where I'm not murdered or disfigured or worse for being who I am and
loving who I love. I’m also so incredibly thankful to this congregation who has shown
over and over that they WILL face adversity to stand for inclusion and equality and
thinking on you all, I’m reminded of a wonderful person, Nick Vujicic, who not only
starred in an amazing short film, The Butterfly Circus, about the wonderful power of
tribalism, determination and empathy, but also is a powerful motivational speaker. He
said something that is so fitting here...
"I learned very early that asking for help is possible and necessary. No matter
whether your body is ordinary or not, there are things that you cannot overcome alone."
In gratitude, thank you,
Missy Bean
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The United States had to amend the Constitution due to the results of the 1800 race between Thomas Jefferson and John Adams.
Originally, Electoral College members each had two votes for president. Whoever won the most votes was president, and second
place took the vice presidency. The Twelfth Amendment grants each Electoral College member one vote for president and one vote
for vice president.
The election of 1800 saw Jefferson tie with Aaron Burr. Both had 73 votes to Adams' 65. Congress had to break the tie. Alexander Hamilton,
the nation's first treasury secretary, founder of the Federalist Party and a man who did not care for Adams, Jefferson or Burr, tried to convince the
Federalists to vote for Jefferson. The House of Representatives finally voted to name Jefferson the President and Burr the Vice President on
February 7, 1801.
The rivalry between Burr and Hamilton would continue for more than three years before Burr, still the sitting Vice President, killed Hamilton in
a duel in 1804.
In this one the Federalist Party was almost extinct and all four candidates were Democratic-Republicans. Andrew Jackson, a war
hero and statesman, won the popular vote by fewer than 39,000 ballots and took 99 Electoral College votes. Secretary of State John
Quincy Adams secured 84, Treasury Secretary William Crawford won 41 and House Speaker Henry Clay had 37. With no
candidate earning a majority of the votes, the House again had to settle the tie. It appeared Jackson would win since he had won the popular vote and
Electoral College. Because the House could choose among only three candidates, Clay was odd man out.
Many of Clay's supporters shifted their support to Adams, who would go on to win the majority of the House vote. Maryland, Illinois and
Louisiana, which had cast most of their Electoral College votes for Jackson, as well as Kentucky, where Adams did not receive a single ballot in the
popular vote, decided to back Adams.
After his inauguration, Adams selected Clay as his Secretary of State. Jackson was furious and accused Adams and Clay of a "corrupt bargain."
He vacated his Senate seat and vowed to win the 1828 election as a Washington outsider. Backed by his new party, the Democrats, Jackson made
good on the promise, besting Adams, who by then was a leader in the National Republican Party.
The Supreme Court's Dred Scott decision of 1857, essentially legalizing slavery in all U.S. territories, had laid the battleground:
The Republican Party largely opposed slavery but was reluctant to push for its prohibition in states that already had it, and the
Democrats were unable at their 1860 convention to establish an official party line on slavery and failed to nominate a ticket.
At a second convention that year, the Democrats nominated Sen. Stephen Douglas of Illinois, but many Southerners in the party defected and ,in
a third convention, selected Vice President Breckinridge as their man. Both would claim to be the official Democratic candidate.
The Constitutional Union Party, which was formed the year before by Southern Whigs who hoped to avoid secession, ran a campai gn that
basically ignored the issue of slavery and selected Sen. John Bell of Tennessee for their candidate.
Lincoln received only 40% of the popular vote, but in the Electoral College took most of the North, along with California and Oregon. Douglas
came in second in the popular vote but took only Missouri (and three votes in New Jersey). Breckinridge took most of the South, along with
Maryland and Delaware, and Bell took Tennessee, Kentucky and Virginia.
This election wasn't close. Abraham Lincoln beat John Breckinridge in an election that had one of the highest voter turnouts of all time. The
1860 election was notable because it ripped the long-dominant Democratic Party -- and thereby, the nation -- in half.
Weeks after the election, South Carolina voted to secede, followed by six more Southern states. In February 1861, delegates from those states
formed the Confederate States of America and selected Jefferson Davis as their president. In April, a South Carolina militia would take Fort Sumter,
and four more states would join the Confederacy.
1872 was the year suffragette Victoria Woodhull of the People's Party became the first woman to run for President. Writer and
abolitionist Frederick Douglass, her running mate, was the first African-American to be considered for the vice presidency. This was
also the year Susan B. Anthony would be arrested for illegal voting.
Grant, who led the Union armies that defeated the Confederacy, had not been so convincing in the Oval Office. Some Republicans became
Liberal Republicans, and supported Horace Greeley, a Democrat who would go on to win 44% of the popular vote, almost 3 million ballots, despite
stopping his campaign to tend to his sick wife, who died a week before the election.
Before the Electoral College could cast its votes, the newspaper founder died November 29, 1872, and 63 of his 66 votes were dispersed among
Thomas Hendricks, who would later become vice president, and other Democrats.
Grant attended his rival's funeral before the Electoral College vote.
Democrat Samuel Tilden had beaten Republican Rutherford Hayes. He snared a quarter-million more ballots in the popular vote, and
he had 19 more votes in the Electoral College. But Tilden was one Electoral College vote away from a majority of 185 votes, and
four states composing a total of 20 votes -- Florida, Louisiana, South Carolina and Oregon -- were disputing the results. In the
Southern states, each party was accusing the other of fraud.
With no precedent to rely on, the two parties agreed to establish a 15-member commission, five from the Democratic House, five from the
Republican Senate, and five from the Supreme Court. These included seven Republicans, seven Democrats, and an independent.
The independent, Supreme Court Justice David Davis, however, was unexpectedly selected by the Illinois Legislature to serve in the U.S.
Senate. He was replaced by Justice Joseph Bradley, a diehard Republican who would cast every vote for Hayes, providing him the 20 votes he
needed for a majority.
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Democrats initially threatened to block the decision, but in a backroom deal they agreed to drop their opposition if Hayes, a mong other
provisions, removed federal troops that had been in the South under Reconstruction.
Hayes was sworn in March 5, 1877, and within weeks, he removed the troops. Reconstruction formally came to an end, halting the progress
African-Americans had made. It would be decades before civil rights would see serious discussion again in Congress.
It was a battle between two newspaper publishers. Republican Warren G. Harding beat Democrat James Cox by more than 60% of the
popular vote along with 37 of the 48 states.
Third place is where it got interesting. Long before Bernie Sanders’ liberal politics, the Socialist Party of America enjoyed
support at the outset of the 20th century. Union leader Eugene Debs ran for president in 1900, 1904, 1908 and 1912 and won about 6% of the popular
vote in 1912, more than 900,000 ballots. He'd served time in prison in connection with an 1894 railroad strike, and in 1918 he was convicted for
espionage and sentenced to 10 years when he gave an anti-war speech in Canton, Ohio, in which he criticized "the ruling class" who made all the
decisions to send "the working class" to war. Demonstrations protesting his imprisonment evolved into the May Day riots of 1919, and Debs was
later moved to the Atlanta Federal Penitentiary, from where he conducted his fifth presidential campaign in 1920. He would again win more than
900,000 votes, but not enough to compete with Harding, who won more than 16 million. The following year, on Christmas, Harding commuted
Debs' sentence to time served.
The 1946 midterms had handed both houses to Republicans for the first time in almost 20 years, and opinion polls showed that just
one in three Americans approved of Truman's handling of the presidency. Truman's commerce secretary, Henry Wallace, had
revolted over the administration's foreign policy toward the Soviet Union and declared his intention to run as a third-party candidate.
Southern Democrats formed the States' Rights Party -- aka the Dixiecrats -- and elected segregationist South Carolina Gov. Strom Thurmond as
their candidate.
The final pre-election Gallup poll, taken in mid-October and not released until the day before Election Day, showed Dewey beating Truman by
5 percentage points. Even on Election Day, Truman recalled an NBC report predicting he would lose. It wasn't until 4 a.m. that his Secret Service
agents woke him to say he had won.
The Chicago Daily Tribune had referred to Truman as a "nincompoop" on its editorial page. A printers' strike forced the newspaper to publish its
morning edition hours earlier than usual, and Publisher J. Loy Maloney took the pollsters' word and signed off on one of the most famous headlines
in history. "Dewey defeats Truman."
When John F. Kennedy was elected in 1960, he was the youngest president elected to office, the first at the time to be born i n the
20th century, and the first Catholic president.
The contest between Kennedy and Richard Nixon, pitting a relatively unknown senator against a two-term sitting vice president, marked another
precedent: the first time that presidential debates would be nationally televised. Eighty-eight percent of homes had a television, compared with 11%
in 1950.
Nixon had recently been hospitalized. He refused to wear makeup. He wore a gray suit that blended into the background. Kennedy was tanned
and wore a blue suit and shirt. Unlike Nixon, he spoke to the cameras rather than to his opponent. The estimated 70 million people who watched the
first of four debates, on September 26, 1960, on TV felt Kennedy won, whereas the much smaller audience listening on the radi o felt Nixon was the
victor.
On November 8, Kennedy edged out Nixon by 119,000 votes (out of a total of almost 69 million).
Kennedy secured the African-American vote by offering his assistance in getting the Rev. Martin Luther Jr. out of prison just weeks before the
election, but it's arguable that the debate alone won Kennedy the election. Politicians and historians concur this changed the face of campaigns even
though it would be 16 years before another presidential candidate agreed to a televised debate.
This is the election that brought us the "Daisy" ad. (1)
The summer of 1964 brought the Civil Rights Act. Angry whites protested the legislation across the South, while blacks, enraged by
police treatment, erupted into demonstrations in New York, Philadelphia, Chicago and other cities.
Alabama's segregationist Gov. George Wallace opposed President Lyndon Johnson for the Democratic nomination, and despite the sentiment
that "white backlash" against the Civil Rights Act was a Southern thing, Wallace received more than 30% of the vote in Wisconsin and Indiana and
more than 40% in Maryland in the primaries. Wallace would eventually drop out of the race.
While Goldwater, who had cast his vote against the Civil Rights Act, was painted as a racist, something he had always denied, Johnson tried to
please everyone. The Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party, black activists organized by the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, showed
up at the national convention demanding to be seated because Mississippi had run a segregated primary. Johnson would have to broker a deal in
which the segregationists were seated at the convention, along with two members of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party. He would later anger
many in the South by selecting Hubert Humphrey, a staunch civil rights advocate, as his running mate.
Johnson would go on to win one of the most lopsided elections ever. Goldwater won only his home state of Arizona and Alabama, Georgia,
Louisiana, Mississippi and South Carolina. Republicans still enjoy a great deal of political dominance in the South to this day.
Sen. George McGovern of South Dakota had just won the Democratic nomination for president and phoned Sen. Thomas Eagleton
and asked him to be his running mate. Several high-profile Democrats had declined to join McGovern on the ticket, so he picked
Eagleton, in part, because he hoped he would help him shore up the Catholic vote. Had McGovern grilled Eagleton according to
today's standards, he might've learned Eagleton's secret: that the senator from Missouri had been hospitalized three times for depression and had
undergone electroshock therapy on two of those occasions. When rumors first began to surface, McGovern stood by his running mate but eventually
decided that Eagleton posed a liability. During a news conference at a South Dakota state park, where McGovern was supposed to be relaxing, not
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campaigning, Eagleton revealed his medical history to reporters and explained that he had only recently divulged the matter t o McGovern. On
August 1 -- 18 days after he was selected -- Eagleton officially dropped out of the campaign.
Richard Nixon would go on to obliterate McGovern, carrying 49 states and outpacing the Democrat by about 18 million votes -- thereby striking
fear into would-be presidents for decades about who they choose to join them on the ticket. (2)
The 2000 presidential election was one of the closest in American history. Vote tallying was marred by inconsistencies, particularly
in Florida. Most notably, the difficulty arose by the use of the punch card “butterfly ballots” where two columns of candidate names
were separated by a middle column with marks to be punched through. The “hanging chads” resulting from the improper punching of
the card made it impossible for the vote-counting machines to read. Al Gore demanded a recount. The implications of the conflict were further
complicated by the fact that Bush’s younger brother was governor of Florida at the time. The Florida Supreme Court called for a revote. Bush
appealed to the Federal Supreme Court, which rejected it back to the Florida Supreme Court. Bush’s second plea returned the case to the Federal
Supreme Court which ruled that Florida’s attempted recount was unconstitutional due to inconsistency of ballot validations. Thus after 36 days of
controversy, the election was handed to George W. Bush, who won the electoral college with 271 votes to Gore’s 266 but lost the popular vote by
some 500,000. (3)
Democrat Hillary Clinton defeated Trump by 2.8 million votes four years ago, by far the largest popular vote victory for anyone who
did not get to be president. But her vote was concentrated in California and a few other populous states. The Electoral College gives
an edge to voters in less populous states because each state's electoral vote equals the number of seats it has in Congress, including an
automatic two in the Senate (regardless of population). So while Trump lost the popular vote, by winning more states he ran up a good score (306232) in the Electoral College.
The latter institution was created in the Constitution by founding fathers who feared "tumult and disorder" might prevail among the general run
of the voting citizenry. So, 233 years later, voters on Election Day are only choosing which set of electors will gather in their state capitol roughly six
weeks later to make the official choice. (4)
To be continued…….

(1) If you don’t remember, you gotta see this for yourself. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=riDypP1KfOU
(2) Summarized from “10 of the Most Bizarre Elections in American History” by Eliott C. McLaughlin, CNN, Updated 8:15 PM ET, Thu February 13, 2020.
https://www.cnn.com/2015/10/30/politics/interesting-u-s-elections/index.html
(3) Summarized from “5 Remarkably Close U.S. Presidential Elections” by Don Vaughan.
https://www.britannica.com/list/5-remarkably-close-us-presidential-elections
(4) Summarized from “Presidential Votes Have Been Too Close To Call And Even Too Close to Count” by Ron Elving.
https://www.npr.org/2020/09/27/916956240/presidential-votes-have-been-too-close-to-call-and-even-too-close-to-count
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