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Juneteenth (officially Juneteenth National Independence Day 

and also known as Jubilee Day, Emancipation Day, Freedom Day, 

and Black Independence Day) is a federal holiday in the United 

States commemorating the emancipation of enslaved African-

Americans.  It is also often observed for celebrating African-

American culture.  Originating in Galveston, Texas, it has been 

celebrated annually on June 19 in various parts of the United 

States since 1865.  The day was recognized as a federal holiday on 

June 17, 2021, when President Joe Biden signed the Juneteenth 

National Independence Day Act into law.  Juneteenth's 

commemoration is on the anniversary date of the June 19, 1865, 

announcement of General Order No. 3 by Union Army General 

Gordon Granger, proclaiming freedom for enslaved people in 

Texas, which was the last state of the Confederacy with 

institutional slavery. 

President Abraham Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation, 

issued on January 1, 1863, had freed the enslaved people in Texas 

and all the other Southern secessionist states of the Confederacy 

except for parts of states not in rebellion.  Enforcement of the 

Proclamation generally relied upon the advance of Union troops.  

Texas, as the most remote state of the former Confederacy, had 

seen an expansion of slavery and had a low presence of Union 

troops as the American Civil War ended; thus, enforcement there 

had been slow and inconsistent prior to Granger's announcement.  

Although the Emancipation Proclamation declared an end to 

slavery in the Confederate States, it did not end slavery in states 

that remained in the Union.  For a short while after the fall of the 

Confederacy, slavery remained legal in two of the Union border 

states – Delaware and Kentucky.  Those enslaved people were 

freed with the ratification of the Thirteenth Amendment to the 

Constitution, which abolished chattel slavery nationwide on  
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Service:  Sunday, 10:00 AM 
Access codes are available at 
https://uucookeville.org/2020/06/10/ne
w-virtual-service-meeting-information/ 
Past service recordings at  
https://uucookeville.org/worship/past-
worship-services/ 
June 5 
Passing the Light: 
A Ritual for Uvalde 
Deanna Lack 
June 12 (at Cane Creek Park) 
Flower Communion 
Deanna Lack 
June 19 
Harry Potter and Types of Love 
Penny Bast 
June 26 
Broadcast GA Service 

Reflections:  Sunday, 11:00 AM 
Reflections is an informal, non‐judgmental, 
small‐group discussion of the sermon topic.   
Participants share thoughts and insights or 
just listen.   All are welcome. 

Board Meeting:  12:00 PM 
Sunday, June 19 

Book Discussion:  6:00 PM 
Tuesdays, June 7 and 21 
https://uucookeville.org/events/book-
discussion-group/ 
Twelve Steps to a 
Compassionate Life 
By Karen Armstrong 
Facilitated by Deanna Lack 

Meditation:  6:00 PM 
Tuesdays, June 14 and 28 
https://uucookeville.org/events/meditat
ion/ 
Everyday Spiritual Practice 
Facilitated by Deanna Lack 

CMAC Meeting:  4:30 PM 
Tuesday, June 14 
(Subject to change) 
https://uucookeville.org/2021/12/27/pr
ison-ministry/ 
Facilitated by Andrew Smith 
and Deanna Lack 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Cookeville 
31 West First Street, Cookeville TN 38501 

Deanna Lack, Pastor              Kathy Perdue, Board President 

https://uucookeville.org/2020/06/10/new-virtual-service-meeting-information/
https://uucookeville.org/2020/06/10/new-virtual-service-meeting-information/
https://uucookeville.org/worship/past-worship-services/
https://uucookeville.org/worship/past-worship-services/
https://uucookeville.org/events/book-discussion-group/
https://uucookeville.org/events/book-discussion-group/
https://uucookeville.org/events/meditation/
https://uucookeville.org/events/meditation/
https://uucookeville.org/2021/12/27/prison-ministry/
https://uucookeville.org/2021/12/27/prison-ministry/
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HIGHLIGHTS OF BOARD MEETING 

OF MAY 22, 2022 
By Susie Zuller, Board Secretary 

 

In addition to the Board members present, the lay 

minister attended and contributed to discussions.  

Members and friends of UUCC are welcome to 

attend and contribute their voice to all Board 

meetings. 

 

Kathy (President) 

Kathy participated in all discussions. 

As part of the Re-Gathering Team, Kathy is keeping 

track of local covid numbers.  With Cassandra, she 

is working on Tennessee’s Your Vote Matters. 

 

Cassandra (President-Elect) 

Cassandra participated in all discussions.  She is 

working with the Change the Algood Mascots 

group.  With Kathy, she will work on Tennessee’s 

Your Vote Matters, and she worked the Putnam 

County primary elections recently.  She led the 

discussion on the 2022-2023 Board of Directors and 

this summer’s Board Retreat. 

 

Jenifer (Treasurer) 

Jenifer participated in all discussions.  She reported 

that UUCC is still in the black. 

 

Susie (Secretary) 

Susie participated in all discussions and took notes 

during the meeting.  She volunteered to be a 

delegate at the UUA General Assembly if there are 

no other volunteers.  She updated on the outside 

group using the UUCC space and on the Adopt-a-

Road program. 

 

Norma (Member-at-Large) 

Norma participated in all discussions.  

 

Carol (Member-at-Large) 

Carol participated in all discussions. 

She is attending Putnam County School Board 

meetings and working with the Change the Algood 

Mascots group.  She reported on Southern Region 

Essentials Leadership Experience. 

 

 

Tracie (Member-at-Large, Leader on Worship, and 

CLM Committee) 

Via email, she reported that volunteers have come 

forward to help with speakers and being service 

coordinators and Sundays are filled through the end 

of June. 

 

As leader of the CLM Committee, Tracie reported 

that Deanna has completed all her requirements to 

become a Commissioned Lay Minister. 

 

Deanna (Lay Minister) 

In her monthly “Minister’s Report” via email, De 

reported she gave three sermons, is working on new 

sermons, had other congregational activities, wrote 

for the UUCC newsletter, gave lots of 

congregational care, has done community outreach, 

and still found time for self-care. 

 

De participated in all discussions.  She led 

discussions on the Prison Pen Pal Ministry and 

climate justice planning.  De plans to attend General 

Assembly on June 22-26 where she will be voting 

delegate.  She volunteered to organize UUCC 

representation at Upper Cumberland Pride.  With 

Cassandra, she will help coordinate the 2022-2023 

Board Retreat.  

 

Commissioned Lay Minister Studies: 

De reported, “I’m done!  Continuing education is on 

my agenda now, at least until fall.  I am planning to 

read one more book that was recommended on 

pastoral care, and then I want to start a self-guided 

unit on Mythology and faith development including 

some Joseph Campbell, Karen Armstrong, Clarissa 

Pinkola-Estes, a book called Maps of Meaning, that 

sort of thing.”  The Board discussed and updated the 

“Letter of Agreement” between UUCC and Deanna, 

which will be voted on at an upcoming 

Congregational Meeting.  

 

Next Board Meeting 

The next Board meeting is scheduled for Sunday, 

June 19, 2022, after Reflections. All interested 

members and friends of UUCC are invited to attend 

and contribute as they wish. 
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Other 

Special session of the Board was held May 15, 

2022.  A quorum was declared present based on the 

presence of the following Directors:  Kathy Perdue, 

President; Cassandra Gronendyke, President-Elect; 

Susie Zuller, Secretary; and Norma Scarlett and 

Carol Fleetwood, Members-at-Large.  Absent were 

Jenifer Crone, Treasurer, and Tracie Craighead, 

Member-at-Large.  Also present were Deanna Lack, 

Minister; Susan Ford, Ivan Cordrey, Janie Finch, 

and Ric Finch, Members. 

 

a.  Right Relations Committee:  The Board and 

other members discussed forming a Right Relations 

Committee to tentatively include Janie, Carol, and 

Kathy with De as adviser.  Cassandra motioned, “I 

motion that UUCC form a Right Relations 

Committee.” Susie seconded the motion, and the 

vote was unanimously passed.  

 

b.  Dehumidifier:  After discussion regarding the 

mold, mildew, and humidity inside UUCC, Norma 

motioned and Susie seconded the motion, “To use 

$200 out of the Piano Fund for Janie and Ric to 

purchase a dehumidifier.”  The motion was 

unanimously passed.  

 

Notes from Your Board 
For UUCC, the Little Congregation that Works  

(Home of the Golden Swarm)  

 

Treasury Report 
April 2022 Jan – Apr 2022 

Income:     $3,467 Income:    $10,511 

Expenses:   $   910 Expenses:  $3,544 

 

Additional Income 

 

Part of the total income for 2022 comes from use of 

our building by other groups ($120), the Kroger 

Community Rewards Program ($47), the Fair-Trade 

Project ($11), and the Amazon Smile Program 

($39).  Thanks to everyone participating in these 

programs!  If you have any questions about these 

programs, please talk to any Board member or 

consult our webpage. 

 

https://uucookeville.org/stewardship/fundraisers/ 

 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING TO 

ELECT PROPOSED 

2022-2023 BOARD MEMBERS 
By:  Susie Zuller 

 

As the tenure of the 2021-2022 Board closes on 

June 30, we congregants of UUCC look forward to 

the 2022-2023 slate of candidates who will begin 

their service on July 1.  However, before any Board 

member begins, we congregants shall have our 

voices heard.  We vote. 

On Sunday, June 19, immediately following 

services, we shall vote on the following members 

who have generously volunteered their collective 

skills, knowledge, and abilities to lead UUCC. 

 

President:  Cassandra 

President-Elect:  Vacant 

Treasurer:  Sandra 

Secretary:  Carol 

Member-at-Large:  Norma 

Member-at-Large:  Tracie (only if needed) 

Member-at-Large:  Kathy (only if needed) 

Member-at-Large: Michelle (thinking about it) 

 

According to UUCC’s by-laws, a vacant 

position may be filled any time even after July 1, so 

there is still an opportunity for you to join the Board 

as a president-elect if you have been on the Board 

before.  If you have any questions about what any 

position requires, please ask any current or new 

Board member. 

UUCC says good-bye to the considerable 

leadership abilities of Susie as secretary and Jenifer 

as treasurer.  Both contributed greatly to planning, 

task initiation, and organization. 

 

https://uucookeville.org/stewardship/fundraisers/
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

FOR ADOPT-A-ROAD 
By:  Susie Zuller 

 

 
Saturday, July 9, at 9:00 a.m. UUCC will hold 

its next Adopt-A-Road cleaning.  Plan to meet in 

the parking lot of Ficosa, 2991 Highlands Park 

Blvd., Cookeville.  We will gather garbage along 

the one-mile stretch of Highlands Park Blvd. east to 

the roundabout at Venture Dr. and west to 

Tennessee Ave. (formerly known as Bennett Rd).  If 

there are enough volunteers who wish to do so, we 

plan to extend our cleaning even farther down the 

one-mile stretch between the roundabout to the end 

of where Highlands Park Blvd. turns from a four-

lane into a two-lane road. 

If you check out the location either 

electronically or in person, you’ll note the 

boulevard is a four lane, has sidewalks and a 

median, lots of grassy areas, and a bridge crossing 

Cane Creek.  The roadway appears to be safe for all 

types of physical abilities to participate. 

For the Adopt-a-Road program, UUCC has 

partnered with the Keep Putnam County Beautiful -

- Clean Commission.  Remember that UUCC 

already has the green-on-white signs that indicate 

we are Adopt-a-Road volunteers.  These signs are 

located at the roundabout and another at the 

intersection where Highlands Park Blvd. and 

Tennessee intersect. 

Rob Wright, executive director of the Putnam 

County Clean Commission, will bring to us all 

necessary supplies such as trash bags, gloves, safety 

vests, and grabbers.  We gather garbage and bring 

the full bags back to a designated area.  Wright will 

come with his pick-up to gather the bags, or we can 

take the full bags to a waste service area.  However, 

at some point, the waste must be weighed and 

recorded for the Clean Commission’s records. 

Wright added that volunteers must sign a Clean 

Commission waiver and that volunteers under the 

age of 18 must be accompanied by an adult at all 

times.  If we discover any hazardous waste or dead 

animals, then we are to contact Wright.  If we wish 

to recycle any waste, then we may separate it, but 

we should still weigh it for Clean Commission 

records. 

If you plan to volunteer with UUCC on July 9, 

please plan to wear your bright yellow “UUCC” t-

shirt or bright orange “Side of Love” t-shirt if 

possible.  If you do not have such a shirt, the UUCC 

shirt may be purchased for $5 – just contact a Board 

member.  For a “Side of Love” t-shirt (or any other 

type of clothing), visit the UUA web site.  If the 

weather is absolutely horrible on July 9, then 

UUCC will re-schedule for Saturday, July 23. 

Please dress appropriately for the weather with 

hat, sunscreen, sunglasses, gloves, hiking boots or 

other walking shoes, and lots and lots of water. 

So, come on!  Plan to put your faith into action.  

Get some much-needed exercise.  Hob-knob with 

folks in three dimensions.  Maybe do a bit of 

walking meditation or even bird watching.  Help 

UUCC maintain its commitment to a cleaner world 

– our Blue Boat Home. 
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PRIDE FESTIVAL 

 
Held annually, the Upper Cumberland Pride 

Festival celebrates the diversity found in our region 

of Tennessee.  Gay Pride month is celebrated each 

year to honor the 1969 Stonewall riots when New 

York City police raided the Stonewall Inn, a gay 

club located in Greenwich Village.  The raid 

sparked a riot among bar patrons and neighborhood 

residents as police roughly hauled employees and 

patrons out of the bar, leading to six days of protests 

and violent clashes with law enforcement outside 

the bar on Christopher Street, in neighboring streets 

and in nearby Christopher Park.  The Stonewall 

riots were a tipping point for the Gay Liberation 

Movement in the United States. 

After a two-year hiatus due to COVID-19, the 

Upper Cumberland Pride Festival is back!  Join the 

celebration at Dogwood Park on Saturday, June 11, 

2022.  There will be live entertainment, plenty of 

vendors, and food and drinks, as well as a special 

area for kids.
(1)

 

There will also be an Upper Cumberland Pride 

Pageant June 3 at the Cookeville Performing Arts 

Center.  Showtime is 7:00.
(2)

 

 
(1)

https://www.ucpride.org/festival/#:~:text=After%

20a%20two%2Dyear%20hiatus,a%20special%20ar

ea%20for%20kids. 

 
(2)

https://www.ucpride.org/2022/05/13/upper-

cumberland-pride-pageant-june-3-2022/ 

 

(Continued from Page 1) 

December 6, 1865.  The last enslaved people 

present in the continental United States were freed 

when the enslaved people held in the Indian 

Territories that had sided with the Confederacy 

were released, namely the Choctaw, in 1866. 

Celebrations date to 1866, at first involving 

church-centered community gatherings in Texas.  

They spread across the South and became more 

commercialized in the 1920s and 1930s, often 

centering on a food festival.  Participants in the 

Great Migration out of the South carried their 

celebrations to other parts of the country.  During 

the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s, these 

celebrations were eclipsed by the nonviolent 

determination to achieve civil rights, but grew in 

popularity again in the 1970s with a focus on 

African American freedom and African American 

arts.  Beginning with Texas by proclamation in 

1938, and by legislation in 1979, all 50 U.S. states 

and the District of Columbia have formally 

recognized the holiday in various ways.  With its 

adoption in certain parts of Mexico, the holiday 

became an international holiday.  Juneteenth is 

celebrated by the Mascogos, descendants of Black 

Seminoles who escaped from slavery in 1852 and 

settled in Coahuila, Mexico. 

Celebratory traditions often include public 

readings of the Emancipation Proclamation, singing 

traditional songs such as "Swing Low, Sweet 

Chariot" and "Lift Every Voice and Sing," and the 

reading of works by noted African-American 

writers, such as Ralph Ellison and Maya Angelou.  

Some Juneteenth celebrations also include rodeos, 

street fairs, cookouts, family reunions, park parties, 

historical reenactments, and Miss Juneteenth 

contests.  When Juneteenth became a federal 

holiday on June 17, 2021, it was the first new 

federal holiday since Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

was adopted in 1983.
(1) 

The Juneteenth flag is a flag which has become 

a symbol for the Juneteenth holiday in the United 

states.  It was created in 1997 by activist Ben Haith 

and it was first flown in 2000.  The colors and 

symbols on the flag are representative of freedom 

and the end of slavery.  The date on the flag 

represents the date when all slaves were freed.  

Unlike other flags which are meant to represent 

larger themes, the Juneteenth flag was created for a 

https://www.ucpride.org/festival/#:~:text=After%20a%20two%2Dyear%20hiatus,a%20special%20area%20for%20kids.
https://www.ucpride.org/festival/#:~:text=After%20a%20two%2Dyear%20hiatus,a%20special%20area%20for%20kids.
https://www.ucpride.org/festival/#:~:text=After%20a%20two%2Dyear%20hiatus,a%20special%20area%20for%20kids.
https://www.ucpride.org/2022/05/13/upper-cumberland-pride-pageant-june-3-2022/
https://www.ucpride.org/2022/05/13/upper-cumberland-pride-pageant-june-3-2022/
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single holiday.  In 2020 and 2021 many states began 

recognizing Juneteenth by flying the Juneteenth flag 

over their State Capitol buildings to commemorate 

the national holiday.
(2)

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.diffen.com/difference/Equality-vs-

Equity 

This year, honor Juneteenth at this area’s first 

annual Miss Juneteenth Scholarship Pageant for 

young women 9-21 years old to be held Saturday, 

June 11th starting at 10:30 am at the Algood 

Methodist Church. 

This event, sponsored by Cookeville NAACP, 

will teach and encourage young women to be role 

models and leaders in the community as well as 

build self confidence.
(3) 

 

(1)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juneteenth 

(2)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juneteenth_flag 

(3)
https://newstalk941.com/event/cookeville-miss-

juneteenth-scholarship-pageant-sponsored-by-

cookeville-naacp/ 

https://www.diffen.com/difference/Equality-vs-Equity
https://www.diffen.com/difference/Equality-vs-Equity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juneteenth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juneteenth_flag
https://newstalk941.com/event/cookeville-miss-juneteenth-scholarship-pageant-sponsored-by-cookeville-naacp/
https://newstalk941.com/event/cookeville-miss-juneteenth-scholarship-pageant-sponsored-by-cookeville-naacp/
https://newstalk941.com/event/cookeville-miss-juneteenth-scholarship-pageant-sponsored-by-cookeville-naacp/

