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Service: Sunday, 10:00 AM
Access codes are available at

https://uucookeville.org/2020/06/10/ne
w-virtual-service-meeting-information/

“Those that fail to learn from
history are doomed to repeat it.”
Winston Churchill

Past service recordings at

https://uucookeville.org/worship/pastworship-services/

July 3
Worthy
Deanna Lack
July 10 (at Cane Creek Park)
Music in the Park
Janie Finch and Tracie Craighead
July 17
GA Recap: Meet the Moment
Deanna Lack
July 24
Roddy Biggs
July 31
Deanna Lack

Reflections: Sunday, 11:00 AM

Reflections is an informal, non‐judgmental,
small‐group discussion of the sermon topic.
Participants share thoughts and insights or
just listen. All are welcome.

Board Meeting: 12:00 PM
Sunday, July 10

Book Discussion: 6:00 PM
Tuesdays, July 5 and 19

https://uucookeville.org/events/bookdiscussion-group/

Twelve Steps to a
Compassionate Life
By Karen Armstrong
Facilitated by Deanna Lack

Meditation: 6:00 PM

Tuesdays, July 12 and 26
https://uucookeville.org/events/meditat
ion/

Everyday Spiritual Practice
Facilitated by Deanna Lack

CMAC Meeting: 4:30 PM
Tuesday, July 12
(Subject to change)

https://uucookeville.org/2021/12/27/pr
ison-ministry/

Facilitated by Andrew Smith
and Deanna Lack

The Wilmington Insurrection of 1898 has been described as
the only incident of its kind in American history, because other
incidents of violence (such as the Black Wall Street Massacre of
1921 in Tulsa, Oklahoma) did not result in the direct removal and
replacement of elected officials by unelected individuals. Was
this in your history textbook?
Before the Civil War broke out in 1861, Wilmington was the
largest city in North Carolina with a population of nearly 10,000
of which the majority were black. When the war ended in 1865,
freed-men/women moved off the plantations seeking black
communities where they could safely thrive. The increased
demand on the already limited supplies created tensions, and the
white population resented a Republican governor and a legislature
of both blacks and whites. Confederate veterans were prohibited
to vote or hold office for a while.
With the help of the Ku Klux Klan, the Democrats regained
control of the state legislature in 1870. When the KKK was
suppressed by the federal government through the Force Act of
1870, chapters of Red Shirts, a paramilitary arm of the Democratic
Party, had formed in North Carolina by 1874. Democrats
developed a plan to reverse "home rule,” meaning local officials
would no longer be elected but rather appointed by the state. They
began circumventing legislation by taking over the state's
judiciary, and adopted 30 amendments to the state constitution,
which effected widespread policy changes, including lowering the
number of judges on the North Carolina Supreme Court, putting
the lower courts and local governments under the control of the
state legislature, rescinding the votes of certain types of criminals,
mandating segregated public schools, outlawing interracial
relationships, and granting the General Assembly the power to
modify or nullify any local government.
(Continued Page 6)

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Cookeville
31 West First Street, Cookeville TN 38501
Deanna Lack, Pastor

Cassandra Gronendyke, Board
President
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Spiritual Autobiography
Through the Lens of Race
Part 2: The People You
Know (or Don’t)
This article is a continuation of an exercise I
started as part of my Commissioned Lay Ministry
curriculum. Part 1 can be found in the May UUCC
newsletter, in case you missed it. I intended to
write a follow-up last month, but one, it was a busy
month, and two… ah, confession time. This is
really hard. My first installment explored my
family history and early childhood, all things I
didn’t and couldn’t have had much affect on. But
now, as I delve into my own behavior, I’m
struggling with resistance. I think it’s as important
to name this as it is to push past it and look anyway.
“I’m not racist. Some of my best friends are
black,” or something similar, is a refrain you hear
often from people who (usually) just said something
racist. As I mentioned in the last installment of this
exploration, my parents moved me from a majority
black elementary in kindergarten to a further-out
suburban school that was very nearly 100% white,
preventing me from having to confront issues of
race at all. So I didn’t even have that one black
friend until I was in high school, and like a lot of
suburban white kids, didn’t think much about race
at all. It lived at the periphery of my consciousness
because my extended family had a lot to say about
race, and a lot of it was racist. Even now, I’ll recall
things that were said and they pop into my head and
I suddenly understand what they were saying for the
first time. But it didn’t feel racist, because, after all,
they never used that N-word. Instead, the word for
black folks among Italian-Americans is melanzane.
Eggplant. That, I heard plenty.
The terror of “bad neighborhoods” like the one
my dad had grown up in was firmly implanted in
my psyche. I did not know anyone who had been
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shot, mugged, assaulted, or in any way mistreated in
a black neighborhood, but it was firmly impressed
upon me that if I walked in one of those
neighborhoods or even drove without my doors
locked, one of those things would happen to me. To
this day, this feeling is hard to shake. Fear is hardwired.
That first black friend was Jennifer Smith, the
daughter of an NBA basketball player who went to
my high school and who was also a Jehovah’s
Witness. We often went out in field service (door
to door preaching) together. Jennifer was a very tall
black girl in a vastly majority white suburb, and she
was fun and funny and smart. It shames me to say
that part of the reason I loved her was because she
didn’t “seem black.” How often is that true of that
“one black friend”, I wonder? How often do we
demand of black folks that they assimilate to be
accepted and loved in majority white spaces, even
unconsciously? How often do they have to put on a
façade to move through the world? May I never ask
it of anyone again. One thing that stands out in my
mind is her singing, hilariously, “It’s not easy
being brown… to be the color of the ground…” to
the tune of Kermit the Frog’s song.
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ADOPT-A-ROAD VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITY:
FIRST PICK-UP OF 2022
By: Susie Zuller

The JW congregation I attended was not in my
neighborhood, and was around 40% black.
Witnesses tell themselves that they are not racist,
and yet my close relationships in the congregation
were largely with the white members, with a few
exceptions. Once I was telling a story during a
meeting about how I and another girl (my age and
color) were out preaching and came across this “big
black guy”, but he turned out to be really nice and
listened to us. I felt the temperature in the room
cool as I was talking, but had no idea what was the
problem. A black “sister” came to me afterward
and explained that she was offended and why, but I
remember little of what she said because I was still
absolutely clueless. What had I said that was
offensive? People in my family spoke all the time
about intimidating black people. I could not grasp
that my assumption that he was dangerous was
offensive, and I don’t think I did until years later.
My parents sort of shrugged the reaction (which
was shared by several congregation members, not
just the one who spoke to me) off, just black people
being black people.
But it affected me deeply. I don’t like hurting
people’s feelings and it bothered me that I couldn’t
even understand the harm I’d apparently caused.
Even when it was explained to me, I still didn’t
really get it… I mean, obviously large black men
seem dangerous to two young white women, right?
Right? I felt shame without understanding why I
felt shame.
These are exactly the kinds of situations that
white people tend to live in terror of committing,
and I guess I did and maybe (on some level) still do.
We just don’t want to think about or talk about race
for fear of committing some social faux pas that we
don’t even understand. We just don’t understand.
And the saddest thing is, we often don’t want to.
Being “color blind” is far more comfortable.
To be continued…

Deanna Lack

UUCC’s last Adopt-a-Road pickup was
September 2021. That’s nine months ago. Since
then, the Putnam County Clean Commission erected
a sign at each end of our designated one mile of
cleaning along Highlands Park Blvd. To keep our
Adopt-a-Road signs and status, we must clean three
times per year. We’ve scheduled Sat., July 9, for
that cleaning. The inclement weather date is Sat.,
July 23.
Meet in the parking lot of Ficosa, 2991
Highlands Park Blvd., Cookeville, at 9:00 a.m. We
gather garbage along the one-mile stretch of
Highlands Park Blvd. west to the roundabout at
Venture Dr. and south to Volunteer.
Rob Wright, Executive Director for the Clean
Commission, shared, “All supplies needed for the
cleanups will be provided by the Clean Commission
including bags, litter grabbers, and safety jackets.”
Because several UUs travel upwards of 50 miles
to help with the cleaning and because July’s
weather will be hot, we’ll meet at 9:00 a.m. Any
earlier, and some will have difficulty being there;
any later, and the sun will be too hot.
If you have any questions at all about the
cleaning, please contact Susie.
For further
information on Adopt-A-Road here in Putnam
County, please see
https://www.cleancommission.com/adopt-a-road.
Let’s go for putting our faith into action.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF BOARD
MEETING OF JUNE 19, 2022
By Susie Zuller, Board Secretary
In addition to the Board members present, the Lay
Minister and other members attended and
contributed to discussions. Members and friends of
UUCC are welcome to attend and contribute their
voice to all Board meetings.
Kathy (President)
Kathy participated in all discussions.
With
Cassandra, she is working on Tennessee’s Your
Vote Matters.
Cassandra (President-Elect)
Cassandra participated in all discussions. With
Kathy, she will work on Tennessee’s Your Vote
Matters. She led the discussion on the 2022-2023
Board of Directors and this summer’s Board
Retreat.
Jenifer (Treasurer)
Jenifer participated in all discussions. She reported
that UUCC is still in the black. At the end of May,
44% of pledged donations by members and friends
had been received.
Susie (Secretary)
Susie participated in all discussions and took notes
during the meeting. She volunteered to be a
delegate at the UUA General Assembly. She
updated on the outside group using the UUCC space
and on the Adopt-a-Road program.
Norma (Member-at-Large)
Norma participated in all discussions.
Carol (Member-at-Large)
Carol participated in all discussions.
Tracie (Member-at-Large, Leader on Worship and
CLM Committee)
Via email, she reported that speakers are filled
through August, but service coordinators are still
needed.
Tracie volunteered to plan a CLM
celebration for De once De has become officially
commissioned via the UUA.
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Deanna (Lay Minister)
In her monthly “Minister’s Report” via email, De
reported she gave two sermons, is working on new
sermons, had other congregational activities, gave
lots of congregational care, did community
outreach, and still found time for self-care. As for
her CLM studies, she is finishing with her
paperwork and awaiting her exit interview. De
participated in all discussions. She led discussions
on the Prison Pen Pal Ministry and climate justice
planning. De plans to attend General Assembly on
June 22-26 where she will be a voting delegate.
She represented UUCC at Upper Cumberland Pride
and plans to attend Juneteenth. With Cassandra, she
will help coordinate the 2022-2023 Board Retreat.
Finally, De reported there have been several
families interested in UUCC and a potential
children’s religious education class.
Next Board Meeting
The next meeting for the new 2022-2023 Board is
scheduled for Sunday, July 10, 2022, after
Reflections. All interested members and friends of
UUCC are invited to attend and contribute as they
wish.
Other
a. A Special Congregational Meeting was held
Sunday, June 12, for the congregation to vote on the
“Letter of Agreement between Unitarian
Universalist Congregation of Cookeville (UUCC)
and CLM Lay Minister Deanna Lack for June 1,
2022 – May 31, 2025.” The congregation voted to
approve the Letter of Agreement as written.
b. A Congregational Meeting was held Sunday,
June 19, for the congregation to vote on Board
members for 2022-2023. The roster was Cassandra,
President; Sandra, Treasurer; Carol, Secretary;
Norma, Tracie, Michelle, and Kathy, Members-atLarge. The vote was unanimously in favor of the
slate of candidates.
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Notes from Your Board
For UUCC, the Little Congregation that Works
(Home of the Golden Swarm)

Treasury Report
May 2022
Income: $1,083
Expenses: $4,946

Jan – May 2022
Income: $11,594
Expenses: $8,491

Additional Income
Part of the total income for 2022 comes from use of
our building by other groups ($120), the Kroger
Community Rewards Program ($47), the Fair-Trade
Project ($11), and the Amazon Smile Program
($39). Thanks to everyone participating in these
programs! If you have any questions about these
programs, please talk to any Board member or
consult our webpage.
https://uucookeville.org/stewardship/fundraisers/

https://putnamcountytn.gov/election-commission
August 4, 2022 Absentee Ballot Request

State/Federal Primary & County General
Early Voting Dates & Hours
(All early voting takes place at 705 County
Services Dr, Cookeville)
July 15th-July 30th
Hours M,T,W,F 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.,
Thursdays 8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m., and
Saturdays 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Aug 4, 2022 Republican Sample Ballot
Aug 4, 2022 Democratic Sample Ballot
Aug 4, 2022 General Only Sample Ballot
Election Day Precincts Open at 9am & Close at 7pm
Putnam County Precinct Locations
Putnam County Redistricting Maps 2022

Plastic Free July® is a global movement that
helps millions of people be part of the solution to
plastic pollution – so we can have cleaner
streets, oceans, and beautiful communities. Will
you be part of Plastic Free July by choosing to
refuse single-use plastics?

https://www.facebook.com/events/43040261227528
9/
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(Continued from Page 1)
In the last decade of the 19th century,
Wilmington, still the largest city in the state,
continued to have a majority-black population, with
black people accounting for about 55 percent of its
roughly 25,000 people. There were numerous black
professionals and businessmen among them, and a
rising middle class. The Republican Party was
biracial in membership. Unlike in many other
jurisdictions, black people in Wilmington were
elected to local office, and also gained prominent
positions in the community. African Americans
also held significant economic power in the city.
Many former slaves had skills which they were able
to use in the marketplace. Black people were
moving out of service jobs and into other types of
employment, where there was a higher demand for
their work, along with higher pay. Black people
accounted for over 30 percent of Wilmington's
skilled craftsmen. In addition, they owned ten of
the city's 11 restaurants, 90 percent of the city's 22
barbers, and one of the city's four fish and oysters
dealerships.
There were also more black
bootmakers/shoemakers than white ones, one-third
of the city's butchers were black, and half of the
city's tailors were black. The Wilmington Daily
Record was one of the few black newspapers in the
state and reportedly the only black daily newspaper
in the country. Of the more than 2,000 black
professionals in Wilmington at the time, more than
95 percent were clergy or teachers, professions
where they were not shut out from competing,
unlike doctors and lawyers.
White resentment grew with the elections of
1894 and 1896, in which the Fusion party won
every statewide office. The Fusionists began
dismantling the Democrats' political infrastructure,
namely, converting their appointed positions of
local offices to offices subject to popular elections.
They also began trying to dismantle the Democratic
stronghold in the less-populated western part of the
state, which allowed the Democrats more political
power through gerrymandering. The Fusionists also
encouraged black citizens to vote. By 1898,
Wilmington's key political power was in the hands
of "The Big Four,” who were representative of the
Fusion party. The "Big Four" worked in concert
with a circle of patrons – made up of about 2,000
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black voters and about 150 whites – known as "The
Ring.”
This shift and consolidation of power horrified
white Democrats, who contested the new laws,
taking their grievances to the state Supreme Court,
which did not rule in their favor. Defeated at the
polls and in the courtroom, the Democrats,
desperate to avoid another loss, became aware of
discord between the Fusion alliance of black
Republicans and white Populists, although it
appeared that the Fusionists would sweep the
upcoming elections of 1898. With 90 percent of
North Carolinians in debt, the Fusionist platform
restricted interest rates to 6 percent. In 1895, once
in office, the Fusionists successfully passed the
measure with about 95 percent of black Republicans
and white Populists supporting it; however, 86
percent of Democrats, who accounted for most of
the lending class, opposed it.

In late 1897, nine prominent Wilmington men
(the “Secret Nine”) were unhappy with what they
called "Negro Rule" and banded together and began
conspiring to re-take control of the government. On
November 20, 1897, following a Democratic
Executive Committee meeting in Raleigh, the first
statewide call for white unity was issued. As the
fall of 1898 approached, prominent Democrats
began organizing white supremacy clubs, known as
the White Government Union. The clubs demanded
that every white man in Wilmington join. The
"White Laborer's Union" got the backing of the
Wilmington Chamber of Commerce and the
Merchant's Association and vowed to create a
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"permanent labor bureau for the purpose of
procuring white labor for employers." The efforts
of the white supremacists finally consolidated in
August 1898, when the owner of Wilmington's
black newspaper, The Daily Record, wrote an
editorial responding to a speech supporting
lynchings by printing that many white women were
not raped by black men, but willingly slept with
them. This provided an opening for Democrats,
now calling themselves "The White Man's Party,”
as "evidence" supporting their claims of predatory
and emboldened blacks.
The Red Shirts, known to be "hot-headed," were
looked down upon by the Wilmington white elite as
"ruffians" and "low class.” However, they deployed
the Red Shirts around the city, who began holding a
series of marches and rallies, some of which were
through black neighborhoods – firing into black
homes and a black school. Leading up to the
election in November, these gatherings became
daily occurrences.
The white newspapers
announced the time and place of meetings. Free
food and liquor were provided for the vigilantes in
order to "fire them up, and make them fiercer and
more terrorizing in their conduct.” At night, the
rallies took on a carnival-like atmosphere.
However, away from the streets, the groups began
disrupting black churches, and patrolling the streets
as "White Citizens Patrols," wearing white
handkerchiefs tied around their left arms,
intimidating and attacking black citizens. The
patrons of the white supremacy campaign also
supplied them with a new $1,200 ($34,000 in 2017)
Gatling gun. The atmosphere in the city made
blacks anxious and tense. Conversely, it made
whites hysterical and paranoid.
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Most blacks and many Republicans did not vote
in the November 8, 1898 election, hoping to avoid
violence, as Red Shirts had blocked every road
leading in and out of the city, and drove potential
black voters away with gunfire. Governor Russell,
who by this point had withdrawn his name from the
ballot in the county, decided to come to
Wilmington, as it was his hometown, and he
thought he might be able to calm the situation.
However, when his train arrived, Red Shirts
swarmed his train car and tried to lynch him. When
the day was over, Democrats won 6,000 votes,
overall, which was sizable given that the Fusion
Party won 5,000 votes just two years prior. Years
later, it was determined that the 11,000-vote net
increase also strongly suggested a high degree of
election fraud. However, the biracial Fusionist
government still remained in power in Wilmington,
because the mayor and board of aldermen had not
been up for reelection in 1898.
The "Secret Nine" authored a document that
called for the removal of voting rights for blacks
and for the overthrow of the newly elected
interracial government. The document was called
"The White Declaration of Independence"
"asserting the supremacy of the white man.” It was
proclaimed that the U.S. Constitution "did not
anticipate the enfranchisement of an ignorant
population of African origin," that "never again will
white men of New Hanover County [of which
Wilmington was the county seat] permit black
political participation," that "the Negro [should]
stop antagonizing our interests in every way,
especially by his ballot," and that the city should
"give to white men a large part of the employment
heretofore given to Negroes." The crowd gave a
standing ovation and 457 signed their names to
adopt the proclamation, which would be published
in the newspapers, without concealing who they
were.
The group then decided to give the city's black
residents 12 hours to comply with its demands.
When the Committee did not receive a response by
7:30 a.m. on November 10 because it had been left
in a mailbox instead of delivered personally and it
was unclear when the mailbox was checked. About
45 minutes later, 500 white businessmen and
veterans gathered at Wilmington's armory. After
heavily arming themselves with rifles and the
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Gatling gun, the group went to the two-story
publishing office of The Daily Record. The owners
had already left the city because they had been
warned by white friends of the danger that they
could be lynched. The mob broke into the building,
vandalized the premises, doused the wood floors
with kerosene, set the building on fire, and gutted
the remains. At the same time, black newspapers
all over the state were also being destroyed. In
addition, blacks, along with white Republicans,
were denied entrance to city centers throughout the
state.
Following the fire, the mob of white vigilantes
swelled to about 2,000 men. A rumor circulated
that some black people had fired on a small group
of white men a mile away from the printing office.
White men then went into black Wilmington
neighborhoods, destroying black businesses and
property and assaulting black inhabitants with a
mentality of killing "every damn n--- in sight."
As the violence spread, the Republican mayor,
the board of aldermen, and the police chief were
forced to resign at gunpoint. The mob installed a
new city council that elected a new mayor by 4 p.m.
that day.
The “Secret Nine" gave the new mayor a list of
prominent Republicans who he was to banish from
the city. The next morning the new mayor, flanked
by the Wilmington Light Infantry, marched six
prominent black people on the list out of
Wilmington; the other black people on the list had
already fled. They were put on a train headed north,
in a special car with armed guards who were
instructed to take them over the state line. The
whites on the list were then gathered and paraded in
front of a large crowd. One of them was dragged on
the ground and nearly lynched from a telephone
pole, before he was allowed to board the train and
leave the city.
The coup was deemed a "success" for the
business elite. It is estimated that by the end of the
day (November 10), between 60 and 300 black
people were killed, and about 20 more were
banished. While African Americans sought redress
for the attacks at the federal level, many also
blamed the black newspaper owner for provoking
the attacks by pushing white supremacists too far.
Along with the brothers who had owned The Daily
Record, more than 2,000 blacks left Wilmington
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permanently, forced to abandon their businesses and
properties.
This greatly reduced the city's
professional and artisan class, and changed the
formerly black-majority city into one with a white
majority. While some whites were wounded, no
whites were reported killed. City residents' appeals
to President William McKinley for help to recover
from the widespread destruction in Brooklyn
received no response. The White House said it
could not respond without a request from the
governor, and Governor Russell had not requested
any help. While the loss of blacks and the refusal to
hire black workers benefitted the white labor
movement in terms of job availability, white men
were disappointed with the types of jobs that were
available, as they were "n--- jobs" that paid "n--wages." The mayor and his team were re-elected in
March 1899 to city offices and the mayor held the
mayorship until 1905.
The Wilmington Insurrection of 1898, also
known as the Wilmington Massacre of 1898 or the
Wilmington coup of 1898, was a riot and
insurrection carried out by white supremacists in
Wilmington, North Carolina, United States, on
Thursday, November 10, 1898. The white press in
Wilmington originally described the event as a race
riot caused by black people. Since the late 20th
century and further study, the insurrection has been
characterized as a coup d'état, the violent overthrow
of a duly elected government, by a group of white
supremacists.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wilmington_insurrecti
on_of_1898

