
Love at the Center: Article II
November 19, 2022

Call to Worship: #389 “Gathered Here”

Welcome
 Welcome to the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Cookeville. My 

name is Cassandra Gronendyke and I’ll be your service coordinator today. A
special welcome if you are a new visitor with us this morning. 

 This gathering is mask-optional, but you must be masked if you wish to 
sing.

 Exits, restrooms

Opening Words

“The Heart of Our Faith” By Monica Jacobson-Tennessen

What is it
That calls you here
That calls you onward
That calls you inward
That leads you homeward?

What is it
That gives you the power
To make that change
To ask that question
To take that journey?

What is it
That says you have done well
That asks you to learn more
That brings you to stillness
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That holds you up in hard times?

It is relationship
The beating heart of our faith.

It begins when we share
This hour
Our truths
This air
Our hearts.

Come, let us worship together.

Mission Statement
We gather as an inclusive community to inspire spiritual growth, compassionate 
living and joyful service.

Chalice Lighting

“Chalice Lighting for Challenging Times” By Lisa Doege

"Why a flaming chalice?” the question comes.
It’s the cup of life, we answer.
A cup of blessings overflowing.
A cup of water to quench our spirits’ thirst.
A cup of wine for celebration and dedication.
The flame of truth.
The fire of purification.
Oil for anointing, healing.
Out of chaos, fear, and horror,
thus was the symbol crafted, a generation ago.
So may it be for us,
in these days of uncertainty, sorrow, and rage.
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And a light to warm our souls and guide us home.

Hymn: #298 “Wake, Now, My Senses”

Reading

“In This Delicate Turning” By Marta I. Valentín

It is time to throw out our exceptional identity and humble ourselves... We have 
always done good in the world—it is in our DNA. The question is, are we ready to 
do better for our own people? Because the world includes every person in our faith
—many of whom have been micro-aggressioned right out the door. It is the silent 
revolving door that many do not want to acknowledge. It is time to look ourselves 
not just in our faces, but in our souls and ask ourselves, who are we, really? Which 
Unitarian Universalism are we taking into our future? If we have no intention of 
taking it to the promised land, then let’s just acknowledge that. Let’s Marie Kondo 
our unfaithful practices and release what no longer serves us and make room for 
what will. How can we save the world if we can’t save ourselves? Remember, I say
this because love you and I need you to survive.

But I also need to say this, and I speak only for myself: I am running out of truths 
to tell and ways of saying them. It is time now to keep this beloved faith from 
fracturing, moreover, in this delicate turning let us remember that before anything, 
ante todos, somos sere humanos, we are human beings who have chosen to travel 
together, to make a new, more just world together. We must continue to choose 
each other as companions if we are to accompany one another.

Joys and Sorrows
Ours is a welcoming community where where we find connection, a spiritual 
community where we find meaning. Ours is a sharing community where our joys 
are amplified, a caring community where sorrows are lessened. We now move into 
our ritual of Joys and Sorrows. If you would like you may give a brief expression 
of a special joy or sorrow, or you may release a stone into the water in silence. 
Those joining us online may share aloud or type a joy or sorrow into the chat to be 
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shared.

Silent Prayer and Meditation
We will now take a moment for silent meditation and reflection on all of these joys
and sorrows, both spoken and yet unspoken. 

Sermon
Love at the Center: Article II (Deanna Lack)

Offertory
This Congregation is a theologically diverse religious community with 
membership open to all who are in accordance with our principles, mission and 
vision. We are an independent member congregation of the Unitarian Universalist 
Association. Our congregation is entirely self-governed and financially supported 
by the voluntary generosity of our members and friends. To this end, let there be an
offering to sustain the work of this beloved community. 

Gratitude Box

Song: #168 “One More Step”
   
Extinguishing the Chalice (# 456)
We extinguish this flame, but not the light of truth, the warmth of community, or 
the fire of commitment. These we carry in our hearts until we are together again.

Closing Words

“Mindful of our highest aspirations” By Rebecca A Edmiston-Lange

Mindful of our highest aspirations,
Bound by common faith and purpose,
And, yet, beginning with ourselves as we are,
Let us take one more step, together,
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in our unending quest for dignity, justice and love. Amen.

New Member Induction: Richard Schaffer

Announcements

 Reflections after service
 Clean-up session after reflections
 Saturday, December 3 Holiday Potluck, arrive at 11, food at 12, book 

exchange, sign-up sheet
 Pledge Drive
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