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FAMOUS UUs: 
Service for Sunday, December  

By Susie Zuller 

 

You know you want to do it.  You really 

do.   You’ve got the bug.  It’s the acting 

bug! 

 

You’ve either attended or been in plays 

before.  Oh, the fun the cast has.  Lots 

omake-up.  Period costumes.  Funny 

accents.  Wigs, hats, and facial hair.  

Dancing and smiling their way into the 

hearts of their audience.  These were the 

comedies. 

 

There are also the tragedies.  Tugging at 

the heartstrings.  Tears flowing down 

our faces.  Wanting to scream at the 

actors.  Knowing, at the end, that it was 

just a play, “…a tale told by an idiot, full 

of sound and fury, signifying nothing,” 

as the bard wrote.   

 

You will have the opportunity to show 

us your acting skills on Sunday, 

December 6, if you so desire.   

 

On this date, Susie will be the service 

coordinator.  She needs about five to 

seven people to choose to tell us about a 

famous or maybe not-so-famous 

Unitarian Universalist.   

 

• You may choose to act and dress as 

if you were this person, but you don’t 

have to.  

• Maybe you’d rather just read  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service:  Sunday, 10:00 AM 
Access codes are available at 
https://uucookeville.org/2020/06/10/new-
virtual-service-meeting-information/ 
Past service recordings at  
https://uucookeville.org/worship/past-
worship-services/ 

December 4 
“Liberation Theology” 
Deanna Lack, CLM 
December 11  
“Come Anyway!” 
Acharya Abhaya Darpana 
December 18  
“Miles to Go Before I Sleep (Yule)” 
Deanna Lack, CLM 
December 25  
“Christmas Karaoke” 
Tracie Craighead 
 
Reflections:  Sunday, 11:00 AM 
Reflections is an informal, non‐judgmental, small‐
group discussion of the sermon topic.  Participants 
share thoughts and insights or just listen.  All are 
welcome. 
 
Board Meeting:  12:00 PM 
Sunday, December  
 
Chalice Circle:  6:00 PM 
Wed., December 7 and 21  
https://uucookeville.org/events/  

Facilitated by Deanna Lack, CLM 
Meditation:  6:00 PM 
Wed., December 14 
https://uucookeville.org/events/meditation/ 

Facilitated by Deanna Lack, CLM 
 
Fair Trade: 
Sundays 9:30 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. 
https://uucookeville.org/2020/05/22/fair-
trade-table-curbside-pickup/ 

Facilitated by Linda Delventhal 
Email:  lindadel48@gmail.com 

 
Prison Ministry:  
No meeting in December. 
Meeting Wed., Jan. 11, 7:00 p.m.  
At UUCC and via Zoom 
Facilitated by Andrew Smith  

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Cookeville 
31 West First Street, Cookeville TN 38501 

Deanna Lack, Lay Minister 

Cassandra Gronendyke, Board President 

 
 

ACHARAYA ABHAYA DARPANA 

(a.k.a. Rev. Dustin)  
By Susie Zuller 

 

A past-member of UUCC will be coming to give the sermon on 

Sunday, December 11.  Rev. Dustin Davis will inspire our spiritual 

growth with his message of “The Power of Perspective.”   

 

Rev. Dustin writes, “I began attending UUCC in 2010 and became a 

member (in 2011) for a few years until I moved closer to Knoxville 

when I became a TVUUC member. I was ordained in 2020 as a 

Buddhist minister.” 

 

Rev. Dustin explained that UUism both at UUCC and TVUUC helped 

him through “a rough time” in his life. He continued, “UUCC and 

TVUUC were safe places that helped me work things out and find 

peace in my life.” He said, “I consider UUCC to be my spiritual 

birthplace.”  He noted that  UUism allowed him to further explore 

Buddhism where he has studied and become a Buddhist master. 

 

His sermon will be "The Power of Perspective."  Rev. Dustin wrote, 

“…(it) will link together the 7th UU principle of interconnectedness 

with the Buddha's instructions from the early scriptures (Satipatthana 

Sutta) on mindfully contemplating as an integral part of one’s "free 

and responsible search for truth and meaning," thus cultivating the 4th 

UU principle.” 
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According to the Lotus Light Center website, 

“Abhaya is ordained as a Dharmacharya in the 

Embracing Simplicity Contemplative Order under 

Venerables Pannavati and Pannadipa and is an 

affiliated teacher at Heartwood Refuge and Retreat 

Center where he trained. His primary practices of 

Satipaṭṭhāna  (4 Establishings of Mindfulness) in 

the style offered by Bhikkhu Anālayo, Ānāpānasati 

(Breath Based Mindfulness), and the Brahma 

Vihāras (Heavenly Abidings) spring from an 

affinity for the approaches offered in Early 

Buddhism. He also has an appreciation for the later 

traditions, having undertaken Vajrayāna and Zen 

retreats including formally receiving the 5 

Mindfulness Trainings from Thích Nhất Hạnh in 

2013. 

  

Having worked over 25 years in the hospital critical 

care setting, he brings his intimacy with the illness, 

death, and dying processes to bear in Dharma 

sharing. He is also passionate about Dharma as a 

central support for dealing with addictions of all 

kinds. 

 

Abhaya’s spiritual journey includes being raised 

Catholic and attending elementary parochial school 

with Nuns as teachers, then diving deeply into Full 

Gospel Protestant teachings, and later involvement 

with Unitarian Universalism. He committed to the 

path of Dharma in 2010. 

 

He has two lovely grown daughters, and an amazing 

canine companion named Bodhi who has served as 

a therapy dog in hospitals, nursing homes & 

addiction treatment facilities through the University 

of Tennessee’s Human Animal Bond in Tennessee 

(HABIT) program. 

 

Abhaya is also an affiliated teacher with the Open 

Sangha Collective.”  

 

For more information or to schedule an individual 

consultation visit: satigiri.com or 

facebook.com/SatigiriSangha” 

 

The UUCC Chronicle is published the first of each 

month.  Please report any corrections to Susie 

Zuller, editor. 

 

 
HOLIDAY POTLUCK 

& BOOK EXCHANGE 
By Cassandra Gronendyke 

 

Please join UUCC and friends to celebrate the 

winter holidays with food and fellowship. We will 

be hosting a potluck lunch on Saturday, December 

3. Folks can begin arriving at 11, and the meal will 

begin at 12. 

 

You need not bring anything to participate, but if 

you would like to bring a dish or item to share, 

please use this Google Doc to sign up for what you 

plan to bring:  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/12YomXhr1jF

KzJbUmwhaqEALK1f0tQKSbEhehhiVrQK8/edit 

 

We will also be having a book exchange, so if you 

have a book you would like to share with another 

member of the community, please wrap it and bring 

it. If you have kids, please list their ages on the food 

sign-up sheet so we can be sure to have age-

appropriate books for them to take home. 

 

If you have any questions, please check with 

Norma, Carol, or Deanna. 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/12YomXhr1jFKzJbUmwhaqEALK1f0tQKSbEhehhiVrQK8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12YomXhr1jFKzJbUmwhaqEALK1f0tQKSbEhehhiVrQK8/edit
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EIGHTH PRINCIPLE 

AND BUDGET VOTE 
By Cassandra Gronendyke 

 

On Sunday, Dec. 11, the UUCC congregation will 

hold a formal Congregational Meeting on the 

board’s proposed 2023 budget of $26,170 and to 

vote on formally adopting the Eighth Principle. 

 

The meeting will be held immediately following 

services. If you have any questions or concerns 

about either item, please contact any Board member 

either before the meeting or you may express them 

during the meeting. Below are links to additional 

information that you may wish to review prior to 

the meeting. 

 

Click here to view a pdf of the proposed budget:  

https://uucookeville.org/wp-

content/uploads/2022/09/2023-Proposed-

Budget.pdf 

 

Click here for an update on the pledged amounts, to 

make a new pledge, or to change your pledge. 

https://uucookeville.org/stewardship/annual-pledge-

drive/ 

 

Click here to learn more about the Eighth Principle 

https://www.8thprincipleuu.org/ 

 

Click here to view Deanna's 10/16/22 sermon, 

"Now is the Time to Embrace the Eighth Principle" 

https://uucookeville.org/services/now-is-the-time-

to-embrace-the-8th-principle/ 

 

This calendar-year budget allows the Board to – as 

much as possible – plan for income vs. expenses. 

Your continued, generous support is always 

appreciated. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
FAITHIFY FINAL UPDATE 

By Deanna Lack, CLM 

 

The total was $1,460.00.  Funds were sent to 

CMAC’s Paypal account on November 2.  Funds 

will be used for our incarcerated friends’ personal 

items (e.g., snacks, clothing, shampoo, etc.).  These 

are items not provided by the Putnam County Jail. 

We are ever so grateful to all contributors.  

 

 

REPORT FROM SAYOTA’S NATIVE  

“CIRCLE OF DANCE” AT TTU 
By Deanna Lack, CLM 

 

This month I thought I’d report on another event I 

attended, along with several other UUs. Our friend 

Sayota Knight hosted a Native American Circle of 

Dance at TTU, and it was the seventh annual event 

like it. The UUs that were there (that I saw, sorry if 

https://uucookeville.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/2023-Proposed-Budget.pdf
https://uucookeville.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/2023-Proposed-Budget.pdf
https://uucookeville.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/2023-Proposed-Budget.pdf
https://uucookeville.org/stewardship/annual-pledge-drive/
https://uucookeville.org/stewardship/annual-pledge-drive/
https://www.8thprincipleuu.org/
https://uucookeville.org/services/now-is-the-time-to-embrace-the-8th-principle/
https://uucookeville.org/services/now-is-the-time-to-embrace-the-8th-principle/
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I missed you!) were Richard, Sandra, Casssandra, 

Tracie, Barb, and I. I love that we supported this 

event so well!  

 

Sayota introduced the event and the four or five 

drummers sat around the big drum and offered 

tobacco in thanks. The dancers entered in the Grand 

Entry where all nations come together. There were 

(I think) 13 native nations represented. Sayota’s 

friend Grady began the event with a beautiful, 

haunting flute melody. 

 

The dances that were done were: 

 

• The Grass Dance: It’s a prayer for healing in 

which the participants sway like grass and their 

footsteps stomp the grass down. Legend says there 

was a boy who couldn’t keep up with the others in 

his tribe, and the Great Spirit gave him this dance. 

 

• The Fancy Shawl Dance: The female dancers 

have long beautiful, colorful fringes on the arms of 

their regalia. It’s a coming-of-age dance, meant to 

symbolize new beginnings, with lots of twirling so 

that the fringes look like beautiful butterflies, with 

elegant footwork. 

 

• Men’s Straight: This is a men’s dance with bells 

on the knees, turning in circles, and usually the men 

carry accessories like a fan and a stick with feathers. 

 

• Warrior’s Dance: The dancers invited veterans 

to stand to be honored, and then to dance with them. 

The men had bustle feathers and the dance tells a 

story inspired by the hunt. 

 

• Jingle-dress Dance: This dance was popular 

with the water protectors, and one of the dancers 

talked about her experiences at Standing Rock. It 

too is a prayer for healing. The regalia originally 

had bells that were made from lids of tobacco cans, 

hundreds of them, on the skirt. There was a prayer 

in each bell. 

 

• Chicken Dance: A “cocky” dance inspired by 

the prairie chicken, the dance was said to have been 

given to a warrior who needed a prairie chicken to 

feed his family, by the spirit of the chicken.  

 

• Fawn, who is an Eastern Band Cherokee, spoke 

about her beautiful dress, which she started when 

she was a teenager and adds to it every time there is 

as significant event in her life. It is buckskin with 

beautiful blue and orange beading, blue for the 

water of her Paiute heritage and orange for the 

desert heat of her Yaki heritage. She performed a 

dance about finding balance.  

 

• Men’s Fancy Dance: This is a more 

contemporary pow wow dance with brilliant colors 

and flamboyant feathering. It became popular in the 

early 1900s when they wanted to energize the 

crowd at pow-wows. It certainly does that! 

 

• The Meshika (Aztec) people came all the way 

from Mexico to perform a very different dance from 

their heritage, with lots of stomping. Their regalia 

featured huge, brightly colored feathered 

headdresses in a semicircular sun pattern, and they 

had seeds on their legs to jingle and rattles in their 

hand. The drum was different, too. Unlike many 

other dances, the men and women dance together 

for this one. 

 

• The Stomp Dance is one of the oldest dances 

known and was performed by several different 

tribes in this area. The men perform a call-and-

answer song, and the women keep rhythm with 

turtle shell rattles sewn on their legs, and they dance 

all night long.  They invited all of us from the 

audience to participate.  

 

Our friends who shared their beautiful culture with 

us would like us to come again next year, and they 

also would like us to continue to do all we can to 

fight the Algood mascot and support natives in our 

area. Sayota says if we would like to see this event 

continue, we should email Dean Shank and 

President Oldham and let them know we value this 

event. If you missed it, I have a few short videos I 

can share, but I hope you can make it next year! 
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Warriors’ Dance (Photo by DL.) 

 

 
Jingle Dress Dance (Photo by DL.) 

 

 
Chicken Dance (Photo by DL.) 

 

 
Fawn’s beautiful dress when she dances. (Photo by 

DL.) 

 

 
The Meshika (Aztec) dancers (Photo by DL.) 

 

 
Opening Cherokee flute solo (Photo by RS.) 
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A WOMAN NAMED WILL 
By Richard Shaffer 

 

 
(Photo from Tennessee Encyclopedia) 

 

Deanna asked me to read a poem by William Allen 

Dromgoole as our benediction (spoken on Sunday 

November 13).  First a short biographical sketch for 

Will. 

 

Will was a middle Tennessee author, poet, State 

Senate clerk, newspaper woman and Navy veteran 

of WW1.  Born 1860 in Murfreesboro, she was the 

sixth daughter of Mayor John and Blanche 

Dromgoole, who certain of a boy chose William’s 

name prior to her birth. She was raised as a tomboy 

– hiking, hunting, and fishing with her dad. She 

later chose Allen as her middle name. 

 

Well educated in Clarksville and New England, 

Will then studied law with her dad.  Alhough barred 

from practicing or even voting, Will was elected 

three times by the Tennessee senate as their 

engrossing clerk (1883, 1885, and 1887). During 

this time, she began writing books and poems. In 

1889, “controversial” opinions led to an end of that 

career 

 

From 1904 – 1934, she worked for the Nashville 

Banne, writing a page “Song and Story”  with many 

original essays and songs about people and places in 

Tennessee. 

In 1917, Will volunteered as one of the first female 

naval reservists, rising to the rank of chief yeomen 

in Norfolk, Virginia, all the while continuing to 

write dispatches for the Nashville Banner. 

 

In total, Will wrote 13 books, 7,500 poems, and 

5,000 short stories and essays.  She frequently 

included moral themes such as charity, religious 

faith, and the duty of individuals to make life easier 

for those who follow. 

 

She lived with her dad in Murfreesboro providing 

and caring for him throughout his life.  She was 

appointed as the Poet Laureate for the Poetry 

Society of the South in 1930.  Will Allen passed 

away in 1934. 

 

Quoting the Rutherford County historical society, 

from whom, alongside words from “The Poetry 

Society,” much of this sketch is derived:   

“Dromgoole’s best known work was a poem written 

as a tribute to her father. Today it is frequently read 

and shared as an influential piece for leadership 

training in youth services organizations like the Boy 

Scouts.” 

 

“The Bridge Builder” 

By: Will Allen Dromgoole 

 

An old man going a lone highway, 

Came, at the evening cold and gray, 

To a chasm vast and deep and wide. 

Through which was flowing a sullen tide 

The old man crossed in the twilight dim, 

The sullen stream had no fear for him; 

But he turned when safe on the other side 

And built a bridge to span the tide. 

 

“Old man,” said a fellow pilgrim near, 

“You are wasting your strength with building here; 

Your journey will end with the ending day, 

You never again will pass this way; 

You’ve crossed the chasm, deep and wide, 

Why build this bridge at evening tide?” 

 

The builder lifted his old grey head; 

“Good friend, in the path I’ve come,” he said, 

“There followed after me to-day 

A youth who’s feet must pass this way. 
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This chasm that has been as nought to me 

To that fair-haired youth may a pitfall be; 

He, too, must cross in the twilight dim; 

Good friend I am building this bridge for him!” 

 

For the rest of the story please check out; 

The Rutherford County Historical Society Essay; 

“Dromgoole - A Rutherford Original” 

By: Greg Tucker 

https//:rutherfordtnhistory.org/dromgoole-a-

rutherford-original 

 

 
Not since 2019 had Ken Sizemore been able to play 

and sing at UUCC. He and Yoda were with us Sun., 

Nov. 27. In the past three years ago, Ken has moved 

from Florida to Nashville. We are hopeful that Ken 

will be able to deliver Sunday service again in a few 

months. Ken’s long-time fur baby, Yoda, can just 

barely be seen quietly lying on the chair behind 

Ken’s right leg. For further information about Ken, 

see http://www.theoldfolkie.com/. (Photo by DL.) 

 

LETTER TO BE SENT TO UU 

CONGREGATIONS NATIONWIDE 

 

Dear UUs in America, 

 

“The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of 

Cookeville is a 41-member congregation located in 

rural Tennessee. We were recently gifted a luxury 

resort vacation by a longtime supporter and former 

member who moved to Arkansas. She has helped in 

the past to fund our modest (less than $28,000 per 

year) budget. This generous gift is appreciated.” 

 

*Inspired by an online raffle fund raiser by another 

UU congregation we developed a no-cost-to-us 

raffle for this January 27-February 3, 2023, vacation 

in San Antonio. 

 

*As of November 28, we received donations for 

173 raffle tickets. The proceeds will be received 

into the congregation’s general fund.  Thus far, the 

donated amount exceeds $1,500. 

 

“Our treasurer, Sandra Jordan, and secretary, Carol 

Fleetwood, volunteered to ask congregations 

throughout America to consider spreading the word 

and buying raffle tickets for this fundraiser. Please 

forgive us for the intrusion but we were baffled 

about how, given meager resources and our 

demographics, to make our fund-raising raffle 

successful.” 

 

*Sandra emailed this letter to every UU 

congregation, with a listed address at UUA, in the 

fifty states, two territories and the District of 

Columbia.  

 

*Carol sought out a template, with a how-to FB, for 

an outreach on Facebook.  Raffle information with a 

link to donate was shared to the public and a 

majority of UU congregations in America on FB. 

 

“Thank you for reading this email. 

 

If you would spread the word within your 

congregation, we will be very grateful for that 

generosity. Raffle tickets can be purchased by 

clicking on the link below: 

https://unitarianuniversalistcongregat.betterworld.or

g/giveaways/one-week-san-antonio 

 

Yours truly, 

Sandra Jordan 

Carol Fleetwood” 

 

 

http://www.theoldfolkie.com/
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PLEASE HELP! 
By Deanna Lack, CLM 

 

My CMAC pen pal Mary gets out next week, not 

the 24th, and has no warm clothes or place to stay. 

She wears a size large shirt, size 5 pants, and size 8 

shoes. If you can contribute some things to get her 

going and keep her warm, please bring them to the 

holiday party (12/3 at 11:00 a.m.) or service Sunday 

(12/4 at 10:00 a.m.). Thank you! 

 

 

 
 

 

BOARD MEETING NOTES 
By Susie Zuller, Carol Fleetwood, 

and Cassandra Gronendyke 

 

A regular monthly meeting of the Board of 

Directors was held on Sunday, Nov. 15, 2022.  

Present were president Cassandra Groendyke, 

president-elect Kathy Perdue, secretary Carol 

Fleetwood, treasurer Sandra Jordan, and members-

at-large Norma Scarlett and Kathleen Rozanski. 

Deanna, Russell, Andrew, Ric, and Janie were also 

present. 

 

In her minister’s report, De announced that she  

attended the online fall retreat and co-hosted a 

discussion about how to attract people back to the 

church post-covid.  

 

In the treasurer’s report, Sandra announced that 

UUCC is a bit behind in pledges for 2022.  About 

half of the 2023 budget has been pledged. 

 

CMAC update by Deanna: The CMAC board 

elected new officers. There is a change in the 

inmate's messaging platform. All communication to 

the outside will be done online with no more paper 

mail coming into the jail although the incarcerated 

may write letters to go out. Andrew offered a 

fundraising idea of putting inmate's poems in a 

book form for sale to the public. 

 

With discussion led by Sandra, the Board will 

consider investing UUCC’s savings in a CD. 

Woodman of the World and Edward Jones were 

discussed as possibilities.  

 

Cassandra introduced and led the discussion on  

Owl Labs’ video-conferencing system (hardware 

and software) that may benefit communicating 

between zoom members and in person congregants.  

Deanna led the discussion on the new in-the-round 

seating arrangement. Other possibilities were 

discussed with nothing finalized until further input 

from congregants is gathered.  

 

Having carefully researched and discussed the 

possibility of sharing space with Unity of the 

Cumberlands on 10th St., the Board decided that 

UUCC will remain at its current location. However, 

the possibility of renting the Unity space may be 

considered for future large-congregant gatherings. 

 

Led by Norma, the Board decided to have a Holiday 

Potluck on Sat., Dec. 3. (See previous story for 

further details.) The Quakers and members of 

CMAC were also invited to attend.   

 

Treasury Report  

October 2022                     Jan. – Oct. 2022 

Income:     $$4,911   Income:    $23,503 

Expenses:  $1,108    Expenses: $16,136 

 

Part of the total income for 2022 comes from use of 

our building by other groups ($420), the Kroger 

Community Rewards Program ($154), the Fair-

Trade Project ($119), and the Amazon Smile 

Program ($131).  If you have any questions about 

these programs, please talk to any Board member or 

consult the posters on display. 

 

Everyone has tried hard to maintain their pledge 

commitments.  After 10 months (October), about 

82% of the pledged amount has been redeemed.  

This is a sincere thanks to everyone for keeping 

pledges current, with an especial thanks to those 

who were able to give a little extra. 
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A STUDENT’S QUESTIONS 

POSED TO YOU 
By Deanna Lack, CLM  

And Susie Zuller 

 

On Sunday, Nov., 27, Elizabeth visited UUCC. This 

young, inquisitive woman said she is a student at 

TTU who is taking a class in Comparative Religion.  

As part of her class research, Elizabeth submitted 

the following 20 questions to Deanna.   

 

Deanna writes, Elizabeth “…asked me to answer 

them (the questions) for her religion project. I 

thought it would be fun to maybe put these in the 

newsletter and see how different UUs answer them. 

Or, I'll just share my answers next month. 

Meantime, maybe our readers could have fun 

contemplating them! (I know, I have a weird idea of 

fun).” 

 

If you would like, contemplate Elizabeth’s 

questions. Maybe submit your answers to Susie 

and/or Deanna for a congregation article in the 

January 2023 newsletter.  Pondering Unitarian 

Universalism might be a good cognitive and faith 

process to transition into the new calendar year.  

 

1) What do you think is the most fundamental 

aspect(s) of your religion?  

 

2) What do you want others to know about your 

religion? 

 

3) What do you think is the most unique aspect of 

your religion? 

 

4) What makes you a strong believer in your faith? 

 

5) What are some of your religious traditions, 

rituals? Which do you favor most? 

 

6) How does observing or performing these rituals 

affect your daily life? 

 

7) What are some of the symbols of your religion 

and what do they symbolize? 

 

8) Does your religion provide a guide for your 

future path? 

 

9) Does your community of faith always stand 

behind you in a time of need? How? 

 

10) How does your faith handle societal issues such 

as premarital sex, intermarriage, teen pregnancy, 

and divorce? 

 

11) What do you believe about deity/ies? 

 

12) Describe your feelings about your relationship 

with deity/ies? 

 

13) Do you have any type of scripture or literature 

that you read and follow? When were they written? 

 

14) Do you pray? If so, how do you pray? 

 

15) How does your religion react to provide 

understanding for violence in society (past and 

present)? 

 

16) What is your view on same-sex marriages or 

homosexuals? 

 

17) How do you feel about other religions? 

 

18) Is there a reason or explanation as to why 

people suffer? 

 

19) What do you think will happen to non-believers 

of your religion after death? 

 

20) How does your religion conflict with science? 
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A QUEER PRAYER 

AFTER COLORADO SPRINGS 
 

(Published 11/20/22.)  

“This evening, we are still processing the mass 

murder at Club Q in Colorado Springs overnight 

even as we commemorate all the trans beloveds 

whose lives have been stolen on this Trans Day of 

Remembrance. Tonight, we are reminded yet again 

of the violence that lies at the core of white 

Christian nationalism, whether in the form of guns 

aimed at our queer and trans beloveds, or legislation 

designed to criminalize our very existence. We at 

Side With Love will continue to fight for a world in 

which all bodies are treated as sacred; to join our 

UPLIFT Action campaign for LGBTQ+, Gender & 

Reproductive Justice.  

 

To our beloved trans and queer family, 

If your heart is broken, we weep with you.  

May you sense how fiercely you are held in love. 

If your fists are frozen in rage, we scream our fury 

alongside you.  

May you be warmed by the white-hot heat of our 

righteous solidarity. 

If your stomach drops with terror, we tremble with 

you.  

May you feel the strength of the safety we wrap 

around one another. 

If your bones are weary, we sink down next to you.  

May deep rest be the companion of your grief. 

And, beloveds, remember: 

All of us– 

the high femmes, the faeries, the twinks, the gender 

transgressors, the panromantics, 

the dykes, the bears, the studs, the butches, the 

homos, the androgynes,  

the aces, the demibois, the zaddies, the graysexuals, 

the baby queers –  

all the delicious, unexpected, gorgeously beloved 

incarnations of us –  

we are made from stardust and leather and honey  

and Love. 

Even on the todays,  

the mornings when mourning our dead and fearing 

for our lives  

is the metallic aftertaste on our tongues: 

We still dance because the surging electric life force  

that loved us into being and that pulses through our 

veins  

is too powerful to stay inert and unmoving.  

How could we be still? 

We still sing because the defiant hymns of our 

ancestors  

reverberate in the tiniest interstices between our 

cells.  

How can we keep from singing? 

We still congregate because like root systems and 

constellations and watersheds, 

the molecules of our being only make sense  

when we are intertwined and inseparable  

and powerfully free in our interdependence.  

How could we do other than to claim and choose 

each other, every day? 

We dance our resistance. 

We sing our belovedness. 

We gather each other up  

and we do not let go. 

As is our vow, today and all days: 

we will mourn the dead and fight like hell for the 

living. 

And all the while, we will repeat this truth 

Til it is lodged in our bones and 

And undisputed anywhere: 

We were meant for life, for abundance, for freedom. 

We were made for joy. 

In faith and solidarity, 

 

Rev. Ashley Horan 

Side With Love Organizing Strategy Director 

(Reprinted with permission.) 
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RAFFLE ENDING SOON! 
By Richard Shaffer 

 

Our raffle will end on December 2nd and the 

winning raffle ticket will be drawn on December 

4th.  As of November 29th, we have received 

donations for 174 raffle tickets.  This equates to 

more than $1,500 thus far donated.   

 

Most of these donations resulted from our two 

informational emails that was emailed to every UU 

congregation with an address listed at UUA.org in 

the 50 states, two territories and the District of 

Columbia.  Mutuality realized.  

 

Please consider donating to this fundraiser that 

supplements pledges to our general fund for 2023.  

Click on the hotel photo for details and to donate for 

a ticket or tickets.  

https://unitarianuniversalistcongregat.betterworld.or

g/giveaways/one-week-san-antonio 

 

 

THOUGHTS BY SOME OTHER 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS 
“We are UUs with open minds, loving hearts and 

helping hands.” 

 

“Unitarian Universalism is a progressive, 

theologically liberal faith that encourages each of us 

to find meaningful individual answers to the big 

existential questions of life and encourages all of us 

to work together to make this a better world for 

everyone.” 

 

“Be kind and learn from all spiritual paths, as all 

spiritual paths lead to kindness; knowing we are all 

one species on one planet traveling through the 

universe together.” 

 

“We respect and learn from the sacred texts of all 

religions, but we don't believe any of them has the 

only right answers for everyone. Each person must 

find their own spiritual path, and we support each 

other on it.” 

 

“UUism is a covenantal faith, not a creedal faith, so 

we agree on how we will support each other on our 

searches for truth, rather than agreeing on a specific 

truth.” 

 

“I would say that we are a free faith, grounded in 

love, interconnection and service, which encourages 

people to find their own truth and meaning.” 

 

“It is rooted in the Judeo/Christian faiths. Many 

believe in many different 'gods', many don't believe 

in any. Many are tree-hugging dirt-worshipping 

Pagan/Druids like me, many are Agnostic or 

Athiest.  But like Ram Daas said, 'we're all just 

walking each other home', and supporting each 

others' journey along the way, minus the dogma, 

each brown-bagging their own truth. 

Question everything but never question the 

universe.” 

 

“I remember when I first started going to my UU 

church. It was probably the first time and a fella 

named Joel said to me "we won't ask what you 

believe, and you don't have to tell us, and you 

belong here" and I just remember thinking "finally, 

someone who won't tell me what feels right to me" 

https://unitarianuniversalistcongregat.betterworld.org/giveaways/one-week-san-antonio
https://unitarianuniversalistcongregat.betterworld.org/giveaways/one-week-san-antonio

